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THE VOICE OF THE DEAD. 





“*He being dead, yet speaketh.’’—Heb. xi. 4. 


Is there no voice in the ruins of 
cities, once majestic; in the deso- 
lation of empires, once the dread 
of the whole earth? Is no instruc- 


tion communicated by the cormo- | 


rant and the bittern, as they sing 
in the windows of Nineveh? none 
from the spot where Babylon cri- 
ed aloud, “I shall be a lady for 
ever ; I am, and there is none be- 
side me ?”” Is nothing to be col- 


lected from the fishers, drying 


their nets on the rocks of Tyre? 
nothing from Egypt, the renown- 
ed mother of ancient science, now 
sitting in tributary baseness ?— 
Does not Jerusalem, in her present 
degradation, as in the days of Jer- 
emiah, exclaim, “ Is it nothing to 
you, all ye that pass by? The 
Lord hath afflicted me in the day 
Vor. V.— New Series. 





of his anger.” What are the pro- 
ductions of the poet and the his- 
torian, the philosopher and the 
rhetorician, the statesman and 
the navigator, but one continued 
voice from the congregation of 
the dead ? Prophets and Apostles, 
in the records of inspiration, are 
still addressing us—“ All flesh is 
grass, and all the goodliness of 
man is as the flower of the field : 
the grass withereth, and the flow- 
er fadeth, but the word of the 
Lord endureth for ever.”” The sa- 
‘cred writers kept this grand idea 
beforethem. Moses collected the 
elders and officers of the tribes, 
and delivered one of the most so- 
lemn orations that the lip of pro- 
phecy ever uttered; because he 
was suspicious, that, after his 
death, they would turn aside from 
the statutes which he had com- 
manded them. Joshua, when go- 





ing the way of all flesh, wrote lis 
N 






a8 


THE LATTER DAY LUMINARY. 





_ oe aa 





farewell address, in the book of 
the law of God ; and such was the 
effect, that Israel served the Lord 
all the days of the elders that out- 
lived him. David was under the 
influence of the generous idea, 
when, referring to his own disser- 
tation, he says, “ This shall be 
written for the generation to come: 
and the people which shall be cre- 
ated shall praise the Lord.” Paul, 
when his departing hour was at 
hand, instructed Timothy to com- 
mit the things which he had heard 
of him, to faithful men, who might 
“be able to teach others also :” 
And Peter, when he knew that he 
must shortly put off his taberna- 
cle, said, * I will endeavour that 
ye may be able, after my decease, 
to have these things always in re- 
membrance.” The productions 
of those numerous ahd inestima- 
ble men, who have expounded the 
Bible, defended its doctrines, il- 
lustrated its promises, and enfor- 
ced its duties, are a voice that 
shall profit the church, until the 
earth and its works are no more. 
The words, he “ yet speaketh,” 
are by some rendered, he is yet 
shoken of. This translation pre- 
sents a solemn truth. What 
though the memory of Abel, in 
the Greek church, which has de- 
creed its festivals for almost eve- 
ry other patriarch, be not respect- 
ed! What though his name 
~ occur not in any of the martyro- 
logies of Rome, until the tenth 
century ! Honours of this de- 
scription are without the sanction 
of revelation. They are the use- 
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tess offspring of ignorance and || 


superstition. This holy martye 
has been canonized in the best af- 
fections of the virtuous in all ages. 
His history is short, but the grate- 
ful recollection of his character 
is immortal. Not only on earth 
is he spoken of ; it is reasonable. 
to believe that he is an object of 
seraphic regard. The first hu- 
man spirit that ever ascended to 


| paradise, must be an object of pe- 


culiar interest to the cherubim 
and to the saints. But we disco- 
ver no sufficient reason for de- 
parting from the sense expressed 
in the passage we have selected. 
“ He being dead, yet speaketh :” 

1. By the requital of his death 

2. By the significance of his sa- 
crifice. 

3. By the beauty of his example. 

1. By the requital of his death. 
Who can estimate the pangs of 
his murderer, when Jehovah said, 
* The voice of thy brother's blood 
cricth unto me from the ground ;”’ 
when he was “ cursed from the 
earth,” and declared “ a fugitive 
and a vagabond ;” when he saw 
upon himself, alike his shame and 
his protection, “ the mark” of the 
assassin. He still bears the name 
of “a murderer from the begin- 
ning.” Life is precious in the 
estimation of Jehovah, as well as 
in that of his creatures. “To 


slaughter a man,” says an emi- 


nent divine, “is to stab God in ef- 
figy.” No altar of the Lord could 
be a sanctuary to the offender, 
who, with guile and presumption, 
destroyed his neighbour. Let the 
envious and the angry, the proud 
and the passionate, tremble. Let 
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them remember, that “ he who 
saith, thou fool! shall be tm dan- 
ger of hell-fire.” Let them be 
concerned to have their conscien- 
ces softened and purified by the 
“blood which speaketh hetter 
things than that of Abel.” 
He speaks, 

2. By the significance of his sa- 
erifice. This appears to have 
been the principal idea in the 
mind of the Apostle: “ By faith 
Abel offered unto God a more ac- 
ceptable sacrifice than Cain, by 
which he obtained witness that he 
was righteous, God testifying of 
his gifts: and by it—by his sa- 
erifice*—he being dead, yet speak- 
eth.”” The offering of sacrifices 
was among the earliest modes by 
which the Divine Majesty was 
approached. This plan of draw- 
ing near to God, was most pro- 
bably, of Divine suggestion. It 
has been in use from the remotest 
periods of time, and has spread 
itself through almost all the re- 
gions of the earth. Sacrifices, in 
the proper sense of the term, al- 
ways suppose the existence of sin. 
Their design was figuratively or 
really to effect an atonement. 
Abel, though dead, is still speak- 
ing—as in the offering of the first- 
lings of his flock to the Lord, he 
exhibits am expressive type of 
Him, who gave “ himself for us 
an offering and a sacrifice to God, 
for a sweet-smelling savour.” 

God is a Being infinitely just. 





* Oy avrns cannot stand for z:ma]@, 
which isa neuter word, but for Sucias, 
by that sacrifice, Abel, though dead, still 
‘speaketh. 








Amid other demonstrations of the 
equity of his throne, he has given 
law to man, and has enforced that 
iaw by the most righteous sanc- 
tions, Of this law man isa trans- 
gressor; and no deliverance from 
his wretched condition can be ob- 
tained, unless a proper satisfac- 
tion be made to the insulted go- 
vernment of Heaven. But, while 
the Divine law demands the sup- 
port of an infinite arm, it admits 
of the interference of a surety. 
Jehovah is not merely a creditor, 
who may exonerate the offender 
at his pleasure—he is a ruler, a 
judge, who has, in the view of the 
universe, rights which demand 
perpetual vindication. In his de- 
cisions his moral glory is involv- 
ed. If, by the interposition of 2 
substitute, the honours of his 
throne can be secured, the trans- 
gressor may obtain pardon and 
enlargement. In the sufferings of 
Christ, prefigured by the sacrifice 
of Abel, propitiation is accom- 
plished. He possesses the nature 
that sinned ; he is a victim with- 
out blemish. He acts without 
foreign restraint, and under the 
influence of unexampled Jove. He 
has not only a sacred right over 
himself, but has capacity equal to 
sustaining the mass of our of- 
fences. His sufferings in Gethse- 
mane, and on the cross, were se- 
vere and awful: when he died, 
the sympathies of nature bespoke 
an event of uncommon character. 
Rocks were sundered, graves were 
opened, the sun became dark, and 
the vail of the temple was rent 
from the top to the bottom. .At 
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that eventful period, the Lamb of | sion of the existence of a God, of 


God bore the sin of the world. 
He died for us in a manner pecu- 
liar to himself. He redeemed us 
from the curse. He gave his life 
a ransom for many. Then was 
the prophecy of Isaiah fulfilled, 
“ The Lord is well pleased for his 


righteousness’ sake ; he will mag- | 


nify the law, and make it honour- 
able.” Then the hour arrived, 
foretold by Daniel, “ to finish the 
transgression, to make an end of 
sin, and to make reconciliation 
for iniquity, and to bring in ever- 
lasting righteousness.” The first- 
lings of flocks are no longer to be 
conducted to the altar; for by 
one offering he has perfected, for 
ever, them that are sanctified. 
The voice of a brother’s blood 
from the ground now speaks, and 
shall speak through eternity, mer- 
cy and salvation. 

We observed that Abel, though 
dead, is still speaking, 


3. By the beauty of his exam- 
ple. His filial attachment, and his 
readiness to submit to the sway 
of an elder brother, one would 
have thought would have made 
the lion content to have lain down 
withthelamb. “ His desire shall 
be towards thee, and thou shalt 
rule over him.” That family is 
the seat of peace and gladness, 
where brothers live in the perpe- 
tual interchange of offices of affec- 
tion and kindness. O, how good 
is it! fragrant as the incense of 
Aaron, refreshing as dews on the 
mountains of Hermon. We have 
here the example of one who liy- 


#4 under the continued impres- | 





the excellency of his worship, of 

the value of faith and purity, of 

| the certainty of a future state of 
being, and of the necessity of pre- 

paring to meet its invisible real- 

ities. 

ete 


THOUGHTS 
On the importance of Special Prayer for 
the general outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit. 


(Concluded.) 





A rourtu reason for this devo- 
tional ardour is, the delightful con- 
seguences which will follow this 
general outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit. 

This grace is only the forerun- 
ner, or rather the accompaniment, 
of very signal blessings. They 
wait the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
As the Lord declares in Ezekiel : 
“ Neither will I hide my face any 
more from them, for I have pour- 
ed out my Spirit upon the house 
of Israel, saith the Lord.” And 
still more strikingly in Isaiah: 
“Upon the land of my people shall 
come up thorns and briers, yea, 
upon all the houses of joy in the 
joyous city : until the Spirit be 
foured upon us from on high, and 
the wilderness be a fruitful field, 
and the fruitful field be counted 
for a forest: then judgment shall 
dwell in the wilderness, and right- 
eousness remain in the fruitful 
field. And the work of righteous- 
ness shall be peace, and the effect of 
righteousness quietness and assu- 
rance foreyer. And my people 
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shall dwell in a peaceable habita- 
tion, and in sure dwelling-places, 
and in quiet resting-places.” 
From this prophecy it appears 
that no very great prosperity can 
be expected previously to this gift. 
Then, indeed, such will be the 
abundance of spiritual blessings, 
that the wilderness will become a 


’ fruitful field ; and that which is 


now a fruitful field will, from the 
great measure of grace then be- 


_ stowed, be considered as a forest. 
* To obtain, therefore, a large mea- 


_ sure of the influences of the Holy 
_ Spirit, is to obtain outward pros- 
_ perity and inward peace and joy. 


And the reason is obvious. For, 


- until this blessing be vouchsafed, 


outward prosperity will produce 
no real benefit, since it will only 
induce pride and forgetfulness of 
God: but when the Holy Spirit is 
/ poured out, then the causes of 
misery will vanish. For, are men 
through His divine influence upon 


- the word of God convinced of sin, 


_ and its misery ? 
- sensible that there is no effectual 
relief from its curse and its pow- 
_ er, but in the righteousness of the 
_ Lord Jesus Christ? 


of righteousness, and of judg- 
ment? That is to say, are their 
minds really impressed with the 
hateful nature of sin, with its of- 
fensiveness to God, its danger, 
Are they also 


Do they see 
that all judgment or authority is 
committed to Him, that all men 
should honour the Son as they 
honour the Father? Sin will be 
their greatest dread—an interest 
in the Lord Jesus their one object 


| 


i 








and the honouring Him their f to a defect in scriptural know- 


constant pursuit. The law of God 
will then appear in its true cha- 
racter, “as holy, just, and good,” 
They will find that in keeping of 
his commandments there is in- 
deed great reward.—How will 
these principles, carried into prac- 
tice, banish the wickedness which 
now produces so much positive 
misery ! 

When, also, the Holy Spirit is 
generally poured out, the love of 
the world will be overcome. At 
present, such is the general desire 
for the wealth or the distinctions 
of this world, that the number of 
competitors far exceeding the ob- 
jects of pursuit—jealousy and en- 
vy, and strife and variance, are 
continually brought into exercise. 
Each would be the first, and only 
one canbe. When, however, by 
this Divine influence, the desires 
of the soul are fixed upon the 
Lord—when he is the object su- 
premely loved——when men are 
generally saying, “ Lord, lift thou 
up the light of thy countenance 
upon us!”—-then those selfish 
struggles will have no place. It 
will then be seen “ that a man’s 
life consisteth not in the abun- 
dance of the things which he pos- 
sesseth.” The distinctions of 
rank will be sought, not to raise 
the vanity of the individual, but 
for the advancement of the glory 
of God. : 

The divisions, also, which now 
unhappily subsist in the church of 
Christ, will then be much lessen- 
ed, if not entirely cease. These 
divisions owe their origin, either 
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ledge, which occasions mutual 
errours ; or to a want of meek- 
ness, which keeps the will posi- 
tive when the judgment is con- 
vinced ; or to a scantiness of love, 
which prevents forbearance on 
minor topics. These causes will 
then be removed. When the 
mind is more enlightened, there 
will be fewer differences of senti- 
ment—when the spirit of meek- 
ness enters, obstinate pertinacity 
will depart—when love is shed 
abroad in the heart, Christians 
will find too much pleasure in its 
exercise to permit trifles to inter- 
rupt its progress. 

It is, in truth, delightful to re- 
flect, that this is not an Utopian 
vision of society. It will take 
place when a large measure of the 
Holy influence is given. Then 
“the nations shall learn war no 
more ; the wolf shall then dwell 
with the lamb, and the calf and 
the young lion and the fatling to- 
gether, and a little child shall lead 
them.” Then “ Holiness to the 
Lord shall be upon the bells of the 
horses.” ‘“ Dust shall be the ser- 
pent’s meat.” “ The ransomed of 
the Lord shall return with songs 
to Zion: they shall obtain joy and 
gladness, and sorrow and sighing 
shall flee away.” 

Surely such a motive as this 
will unite all Christians in prayer. 
Who does not long and pant for 
the time when this earth, hitherto 
the seat of every dreadful passion, 
shall be a land of purity and love? 
Who would not desire to salute 
the outcasts of Israel with these 
blessed words : 





“ Thy God is thy! 





glory, and the days of thy mourn. 


ing are ended?” Or what hear 
would not thrill with ineffable | 
rapture to hear the joyful sound, | 
“ The kingdoms of this world ar bes 
become the kingdoms of our Lon 
and of his Christ ?”? O that this 


1 
] 
] 
c 
) 
I 
y 
blessed period may soon arrive! I 
f 
( 
c 
u 
y 
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O that the Lord may hasten his 
coming! ‘ Awake, awake! put 
on strength, O arm of the Lord! 
take to thyself the heathen for’ a 
thine inheritance, and the utter. a 
most parts of the earth for thy| 
possession !” He 
With such an animating mo. 
tive to excite the church of Christ, 
it may perhaps be unnecessaryto —s 
adduce any other argument ; but, : 
as the thought may arise in the an Pp 
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mind, these days are too blessei) | p 
to be speedily looked for—I wou 7 & bi 
offer this final reason for earnest; ps 
prayer :——The personal benehill de di 


each Christian will derive fron 
this devotional exercise, even if thi 5 w 
union should not be so extensive, » Pp 







































or the blessing 30 general as is de il 
sired. e th 
Let, then, the Christian recolfi ad 
lect, that his own spiritual a“ w 
fare is intimately connected with st 
this earnest prayer. For, is he : ki 
desirous to be enlightened with 1 
the knowledge of Christian trutil be 
—that his faith should be strong) 
his hope lively, and his affection me 
spiritual—that his family shoul) sh 
be of one mind—that his teacher) ve 
should be holy, zealous ministers th 
—that his neighbours should & 
sincere Christians :—who is po 
effect all this? It is the Lord fe 





sending His Holy Spirit to bles 
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His word and ordinances. And 
this the Christian will be most 
likely to obtain when earnest in 
prayer. If you take the seasons 
of your Christian life in which 


most uneasy in your religion, you 
will find, generally speaking, your 
peace and comfort haye risen or 
fallen as secret communion with 
God has been diligently pursued 
or neglected. This, like a spirit- 


your true state. 
your experience when principally 
seeking your own advancement, 





mo- be assured it will be stall more so 
rist, when you are enlarging your pe- 
y to titions. The admonition is, “ Pray 
but, for the peace of Jerusalem :”’ the | 
the promise annexed—“ They shall | 
sed prosper that love thee.” Our | 
oul = blessed Saviour has directed us to 
nea pray for the extension of his king- 
nefi’ ~ dom, even before we ask for daily 
rom. ~=Ss bread. Assuredly it was for our 
‘thi welfare that he taught us this 
sive, prayer. “ The liberal deviseth 
de * liberal things, and by liberal | 
' things shall he stand.” Whoever 
2col else may disappoint us, God never 
we! will. + His declaration will always 
vith stand sure: “ Seek ye first the 
; he kingdom of God and his righte- 


ousness, and all other things shall 
be added unto you.” 

These, then, are some of the 
weasons I would offer to induce all 
sincere Christians to unite in fer- 
vent prayer for the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit. 

Feeling, however, the vast im- 
portance of the subject, and ear- 





you have been most happy, or) 








ual barometer, will generally give | 
If this has been | 
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festly desiring that this union daglso. 


may be as extensive as possible, 
I would venture to address my- 
self, more particularly, to those 
whose office makes their co-ope- 
ration peculiarly desirable. O 
that the Lord may graciously bless 
the few observations we attempt 
to offer—may they be received in 
the spirit of Christian love, and 
entered upon with Christian zeal ! 

Permit me, then, my brethren 
in the ministry, with that respect 
which is due to your office, and 
with that difidence which be- 
comes one of the least of the ser- 


| vants of the Lord, when venturing 


to speak to His ministers, to ad- 
dress myself to you upon this 
highly important subject. What 
I write is, 1 trust, written in the 
spirit of brotherly affection ; from 
a desire to stir up “ your pure 
minds by way of remembrance.”’ 
Whatever suggestions [ take the 
liberty to offer to you, I earnestly 
entreat your prayers that they 
may first be impressed upon my 
own heart, 

I speak to you, my brethren, as 
the leaders and guides of the flock 
of Christ; as those from whom 
His body, the Church, receives its 
spiritual nourishment, It be- 
comes us, of all other persons, 
deeply to interest aurselvesin such 
a subject as this. 


Some, indeed, have limited the 
agency of the Holy Ghost to the 
first ages of the Church ; and have 
said, because His miraculous 
powers have ceased, that there- 
fore His inward influences upon 
the mind and heart have ceased 
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Reason, however, teaches, that 
if the apostles, gifted with the 
powers of Divine inspiration, re- 
quired the inward influence of the 
Comforter upon the hearts of the 
hearers to make their discourses 
effectual, such a Divine influence 
must be necessary in the present 
day. That as long as man comes 
into the world, * conceived in sin 
and shapen in iniquity,” Divine 
power alone can turn his heart, or 
make him willing to walk in the 
ways of God’s commandments. 

We, therefore, who are set 
apart for the office of the minis- 
try, cannot be too deeply impress- 
ed with the unspeakable benefits 
connected with the grant of His 
Divine influences, or too sensible 
of our own constant need of His 
gracious aid. That not only our 
own personal religion, but that all 
our ministerial success, depends 
upon the grace of the Holy Spirit. 
That in studying the Scriptures, 
in preparing our discourses, in 
visiting the sick, in our private 
instructions, in our public prayers 
and preaching—in short, that in 
all parts of our ministry, we re- 
quire His Divine assistance. 
“ That we are not sufficient of 
ourselves to think any thing as of 
ourselves, but our sufficiency is of 
God.’ ‘That no natural talents, 
or acquired endowments, can sup- 
ply his gracious office. “ That 
‘Paul may plant, and Apollos may 
water, but that God only giveth 
the increase.” 

With this impression upon our 
minds, with what earnestness 
should we aim at exciting &spi 











H ple. 


<=> 
of prayer for the general eff. 
sion of the Holy Spirit! Hon | 
anxious should we be that all th 
sincere Christians in our parish | 
es and congregations may be thy; 
engaged ! What encouragemen, y 
will it afford us in our ministry 
hope that this pious ardour may 
be general! Assuredly we shal 
assemble in public worship with 
our respective charges, with ver 
different feelings, when we believe) _ 
the religious part of our peopk 
have been privately imploring the _ 
Divine blessing upon themselves, — 
their families, their ministers,” 
their neighbours, their country, 
the Church of Christ, and the 
world at large. We shall go 
forth to our labours, trusting that — 
the seed we are sent to sow, will _ 
fall upon the good ground, _ 
bring forth fruit, thirty, sixty, and | 
a hundred fold. 

O then, my brethren, let me en- 
treat your zealous co-operation in b 
promoting this general spirit of |” 
prayer! ae 
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Let me entreat your own fer. Se 
vent prayers, that the Lord may” Kg 
grant to us who are in the minis- | 
try, more of his Holy Spirit. iB 
may He more and more make all | 
pastors, like the pastors of the a 
first churches, “ men of God, full | 
of faith, and full of the Holy P 
Ghost!” It will greatly encou-" ~ 
rage us in our arduous office to | 
reflect, that we are thus entreating | 
one for another ; that we are se- 
cretly, constantly, and fervently 
praying, that this blessing may 
be largely bestowed upon all peo- 
If all the clergy are thus 
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employed, what sanguine hopes 
may we not entertain! It would, 
indeed, be a most favourable sign 
of a revival of religion, if they 
all should seek to fulfil the office 
assigned to the watchmen in Zi- 
on: “ Ye that make mention of 
the Lord,” or, as the emphatic 
marginal reading of our Bible is, 
“ Ye that are the Lord’s remem- 
brancers,”’ whose office it is to put 
Jehovah in remembrance of His 
gracious promises, “ keep not si- 
lence.”” In your closets, in your 
families, in your private inter- 
course with each other, “ give 
Him no rest till he establish, and 
till he make Jerusalem a praise in 
the earth.” 


Permit me also to suggest the 
importance of our frequently 
preaching upon the various offices 
of the Holy Spirit. By this prac- 
tice, our hearers will be more ful- 
ly instructed in this part of Chris- 
tian doctrine, and hence be more 
deeply convinced of the necessity 
for a general effusion of his divine 
influence. 

Prayer is the child of faith, and 
faith comes by hearing. If Chris- 
tians hear of the offices of the Ho- 
ly Spirit, and of the promises to 
give this blessing to all who ask 
it, their faith may be strengthen- 
ed and their prayers become fer- 
vent. Ina short.time this pious 
flame may spread, and without 
observation the kingdom of Christ 
may come. 

But though I first address the 
clergy of my own church, I would 
by no means wish to confine these 
suggestions to them. 
Vor. V.—New Series, 








The object | 


proposed is one which eqially 
concerns the ministers and pas- 
tors of all Christian churches. In 
our present state of infirmity, 


'there are some points in which 


our sentiments may vary ; but 
here all whom the Lord Jesus has 
sent forth to preach His Gospel 
agree. Every Christian minister 
believes that the Holy Spirit is 
the great blessing we all need. 
That now that “ Christ has died 
for our sins and risen again for 
our justification,” what mankind 
especially require is the complete 
fulfilment of “ the promise of the 
Father,” the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

Permit me, then, to entreat you, 
my Christian brethren, by what- 
ever particular name you may be 
called, permit me to entreat your 
aid in this interesting subject. 

It is one which, as you re- 
verence our Divine Lord, will be 
dear, very dear to your heart; for 
it regards His glory, and the 
spread of His name throughout 
the earth. 

It is no private or peculiar ques- 
tion, no doubtful point, which 
connects itself merely with the 
separate tenets or discipline of 
some peculiar church. It is a 
subject which claims the regard 
of all the churches of the saints. 

For as “no man can say that 
Jesus is Lord, but by the Holy 
Ghost,” all who desire that Christ 
should be honoured, have an equal 
concern in the general outpouring 
of His Divine influence. 

It is delightful to consider, that 
there are some subjects upon 
which all Christians agree, and m 
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which they can ail in heart unite. 

This is one of these subjects. 
Let, then, each minister of Christ 

exert his utmost efforts to promote 


sucha spirit of prayer among that} 


class of Christians. to which he more 
farticularly belongs. 

If there be any contest among 
the servants of the Lord, let this 
be the only contest ; who shall be 
most zealous in the service of his 
Divine Master; who shall be most 
earnest in prayer, most patient in 
hope, most lowly and gentle in 
spirit. “ Whosoeyer will be great 
among you, let him be your minis- 
ter; and whosoever will be chief 
among you, let him be your ser- 
vant.”” This is the only contest 
worthy of the ministers of the 
Lord. 

The time past has been quite 
sufheient for other differences. 
We have had enough of strifes, 
and divisions, and controversies. 
Satan has too long observed, with 
malicious joy, the distressing 
spectacle of Christian ministers 
wasting their strength in internal 
disputes. Let the world now wit- 
ness another scene. Let them 
now behold the ministers of 
Christ, like the leaders of a great 
and well-appointed army, each in 
his proper place, each waiting for 
the signal, each encouraging the 
troops, and all, with united ener- 
gy, manfully fighting under the 
great Captain of their Salvation. 
“ Be thou faithful unto death, and 
[ will give thee a crown of life.” 
O that the Holy Ghost, the Spirit 
of life and of love, may thus unite | 
the hearts of all his servants !| 





Then, indeed, the Church will ap. 
pear “ fair as the moon, and clear 
| as the’sun, and terrible as an ar. 
my with banners.” 

But whilst I thus attempt to 
stir up the pure minds of minis- 
ters, | would endeavour to im. 
press upon Christians generally, 
and O that the Lord would him. 
self do this! that this subject ad. 
dresses itself to every sincere fol. 
lower of the Saviour. Success 
principally depends upon this sup. 
plication for the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit being the genera! 
prayer of the Church of Christ 
“ Ye are a royal priesthood, a holy 
nation.” Every child of God has 
free admission to a throne of 
grace. The Lord says to every 
one of his family, “ Open thy 


in my name: ask and ye shall re- 
ceive, that your joy may be full.” 
The priests indeed accompanied 


but it was when all the army 
shouted, that the walls fell flat.” 
| Your ministers may take the lead; 
but, unless you follow, the army 
of the Lord will want its soldiers. 
No one can be left out in this sum- 


tereth the host of the battle.” 
,* Who ison the Lord’sside? Who 
will goand pray before the Lord?” 


der himself as a centre, from 
which this union for prayer may 
proceed. Remember, it requires 
pmo extensive talents, no large 





mouth wide, and I will filbit.’— | 
“‘ Hitherto have ye asked nothing _ 


Each, when invited by his neigh- 
bour, must say, “ I will go also.” 
O then, let each Christian consi- | 





% 


the ark in going round Jericho; | 


mons—*“ The Lord of hosts mus- © 
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funds, no costly sacrifice. The 
only question it asks is, Do you 
love the Lord Jesus Christ? Ifso, 
pray that His kingdom may come. 
Have this settled as a principle in 
your mind, that never can the 
Church of Christ expect to rise in 
height, or to extend in breadth, 
till there is a much more abun- 
dant grant of the Divine influ-| 
ences of the Holy Spirit. There 
may indeed be a great outward | 
appearance. The vision of Eze-| 
kiel may be repeated. There may 
be a noise and a shaking, bone 
¢oming to its bone, and the sinews | 
and the flesh coming up upon | 
them, and the skin covering them; | 
but still there will be no breath | 
in them. The Church of Christ | 
must pray for the life-giving Spir- | 
it; must “ say to the wind, Come | 
from the four winds, O breath, | 
and breathe upon these slain, that | 
they may live!” Then, by the | 
Divine blessing, we shall see mul-_ 
titudes of those who are now dead 
in sins, stand up as a great army 
of true believers. 

O then, my Christian brethren, | 
of whatever name, or wherever | 
resident, cultivate this spirit of | 
prayer ; set apart such a time | 
as will be most eligible for secret | 
prayer and meditation, and for) 
your family devotion; and per- 
suade your Christian friends to 
dothesame. Recollect that there 
is a point which unites the hearts 
of all Christians. However dis- 
tant their climate, however differ- 
ent their rank, however varied 
their age, their sex, their circum- 








stances ; there is one point where | 


the rich, the poor, the young, the 
aged, the African, the Hindoo, the 
Barbarian, Scythian, bond and 
free, all meet—Aili look unto Jesus. 
He is the -centre which unites 
them all. Their eyes are fixed 
upon Him sitting on the mercy- 
seat. Let then this petition from 
the hearts of al! meet there: Lord, 


fill the earth with thy glory. Pour 


thy spirit uponall fiesh. Convert 
the Jews. Convert the Gentiles. 
Destroy the power of Satan, and 
reign thyself for ever and ever. 
The united prayers even of mil- 
lions of sinners are not worthy the 
acceptance of the Lord Jehovah, 
and therefore can merit nothing. 
But we have an Advocate with the 
Father, Jesus Christ the righte- 
ous. He will present our. poor 
petitions with the incense of his 
own merits, and they shall bring 
down an answer of peace. Letus 
then offer this prayer in faith;and 
let it be frequently renewed. . Let 
us leave the time, theverder, the 
circumstances of its fulfilment to 
the Lord. He may try our pa- 
tience, but He will never disap- 
point our hope. “ He never 
said to the sons of Jacob, Seek ye 
my face in vain.” , then, pray 
in faith, and let your prayer be 
accompanied with deep humilia- 
tion. Whatever other cause has 
occasioned the Lord hitherto to 
withhold a larger supply of His 
heavenly grace, each Christian 
must feel this to be one csuse— 
his ownsin. This has helped to 
separate between God and his 
people. Let the Church of Christ, 
then, now take its proper postyre. 
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that of an humble penitent. Each 
Christian, each family, each com- 
munion, humbly confessing their 
sins to the Lord. “ The sacri- 
fices of God are a broken spirit— 
4 broken and a contrite heart, O 
God, thou wilt not despise.” And 
that your future progress may cor- 
respond with this beginning, let 
me recommend, to all the follow- 
ers of Christ, to search the Scrip- 
tures daily ; to seek a conversa- 
tion becoming the Gospel; to 
be particularly cautious against 
grieving the Holy Spirit, and to 
cultivate brotherly love to all 
Christians, and good-will to all 
mankind. For many an age the 
world has been trying what pride, 
and vanity, and strife, and selfish- 
ness could effect ; and, after all 
their experiments, they find “there 
is no peace to the wicked.” Let 
the Church of Christ take an- 
other course. Let it be seen what 
love, and peace, and harmony, 
and good-will can produce. The 
religion of our blessed Lord has 
never yet shone with its proper 
lustre. When it first appeared, 
it had to defend itself against all 
the prejudices of the Jews, and 
against all the ignorance and idol- 
atry of the Gentiles ; and since 
its truth has been established, the 
divisions of Christians have weak- 
ened its force and marred its 
beauty. 

Let it now be seen in its true 
character—uniting the hearts of 
all its followers. “ By this shall all 
men know that ye are my disci- 
ples, if ye have love one to an- 
other.” 








AUTHENTICITY OF | JOHN V. 7. 


Ir is well known that eversince 
the introduction of Unitarianism 
into the church, many biblical 
critics have endeavoured to prove 
that the passage in | John v. 7,is 
not authentic. For there are 
three that bear record in heaven, 
the Father, the Word, and the Holy 
Ghost ; and these three are one. 

From some translations the 
verse has been expunged. A 
pious prelate in England has 
ably defended it against the cavils 
of the German critics, whose ar- 
guments, like those of sceptics in 
general, are framed by their 
wishes, rather than their convic- 
tions. We give the following re- 
marks on the present state of the 
controversy, from a _ correspon- 
dent of the Christian Observer 
for November last, with transla- 
tions of the Latin phrases in 
notes. 

It will interest your biblical 
readers to be informed, that the 
learned and pious Bishop of St. 
David’s, undaunted by the objec- 
tions urged against his arguments 
in favour of the authenticity of 
1 John v. 7, and unchecked by 
the want of courtesy with which 
some of these objections have 
been conveyed, has again public- 
ly issued forth to the important 
contest. His Lordship has just 
published a second edition of his 
“ Vindication” of the disputed 
passage, against M. Griesbach ; 
to which he has appended a refu- 
tation of the strange hypothesis 


}of the work entitled “ Palzoro- 
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maica,” respecting the original 
language of the New-Testament, 
and has prefixed a copious arti- 
cle of sixty-eight pages, in reply 
to the objections of the Quarterly 
Review against his Lordship’s ar- 
guments in favour of 1 John v. 7. 
As your work contains in former 
volumes various papers on the 
controversy, and allusions to it, 
your readers may not be displeas- 
ed at having before them, in a 
concise form, the present state of 
the argument in favour of the 
passage. This is the more de- 
sirable, as most of the publica- 
tions which have entered upon 
the discussion have addressed 
themselves chiefly to the refutary 
class of arguments. I shall ex- 
tract, therefore, from the learned 
prelate’s work, a compendium of 
his arguments in corroboration 
of the passage. These are in 
substance as follow :— 


1. The connexion of the verse 
with the context, and with the 
general scope of the Epistle ; 
which Bengelius says, omnem co- 
dicum fienuriam compensat.* 

2. The evidence of the Latin 
version, Grecis omnibus codicibus 
antiguior.t (Bengelius.) 

3. The testimony of Tertullian 
and Cyprian, which Mill says is 
abundantly sufficient to authenti- 





* Que omnem codicum penuriam com- | 


pensat :—which compensates for the 
whole want of copies. 

{ Gracie omnibus codicibus antig™wor : 
—more ancient than all the Greek co- 
pies. The old Latin version, called the 
Vulgate, is more ancient than any of the 
Greek translations. 
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cate the seventh verse, /icet in nul- 
lis omnino ab illo tempore in hunc 
usgue diem exemplaribus comfia- 
ruerit.4 

4. The testimony of Fulgen- 
tius, who places beyond all doubt 
Cyprian’s direct citation of the 
seventh verse. 

5. The testimony of Eucherius 
and Cassiodorus, who quote doth 
verses. 

6. The testimony of the Afri- 
can Bishops, instar centenorum 
codicum guz oftimze not# sunt se- 
culi V§ (Dorhout.) 

7. The quotations or allusions 
of the Greek Fathers, Clemens 
of Alexandria, Dionysius of Al- 
exandria, Basil, Athanasius the 
younger, Diodorus, the preceptor 
of Chrysostom, Cyril of Alexan- 
dria, Maximus, and the Greek 
Scholia. 

8. The testimony of the Pro- 
logue of the canonical Epistles to 
the Greek text of the 7th verse, 
extant in the time of the’writer. 

To these positive reasons for 
the authenticity of the verse, we 
may add the following negative 
arguments :— 

If there are no Greek manu- 
scripts but one, for the verse, 
after the end of thethird century, 
there are no Greek manuscripts 
against the verse deforé that time. 

If no Greek fathers quote the 
Greek text (which cannot be ad- 





+ Quz Ucet in nullis, E¥c. -—which can- 
not in any respect be compared with 
any examples from that time to this. 

§ Instar centenorum, &c. :—equal to 
a hundred of the best knewn copies of 


the fifth century. 
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mitted,) no Latin heretics object 
to the Latin text. ‘fhe Greek 
church objected to the insertion 
of Filiogue in the Latin creed, but 
never to the text of the seventh 
verse in the Latin version. 

If no Greek father quoted 1 
John v. 7,no Greek father quoted 
1 John v. 20, during the first 
three centuries, or 1 Tim. iii. 16, 
during the first four. 








MISSIONARY. 


-———_ 


FOREIGN. 


MISSION TO HAYTI. 


>. | 
Ir is known to our readers that | 


in the course of last year, the 
Baptist Missionary Society of 
Massachusetts, sent the Rev. 
Thomas Paul, a coloured preach- 
er, aS a missionary to the Island 
of Hayti. In the last number of 
the American Baptist Magazine, 
we find the following account of 
his success and prospects. 


Mr. P. has lately returned to this 
country, having fulfilled the object of 
his immediate destination ; and it may 
be interesting to our readers to be made 
acquainted with a brief and connected 
account of the result of his labours, 

Mr. P. sailed from Boston on the 31st 
of May, in the schooner Alert, Captain 
Lindsey. Uis passage was gratuitously 
furnished by the liberality of the Hon. 
William Gray. Mr. P. had been supplied 
with French and Spanish tracts by Rev. 
Mr, Jenks, with Bibles by John Tappan, 
Esq. Treasurer of the Massachusetts 
Bible Society, and with several letters 


of introduction, through the politeness 








— 2 
of W. Ropes, Esq. of Boston. The 
American Bible Society also commis- 
sioned him as the bearer of a splendid 
copy of the Bible to his Excellency 
President Boyer. 

After a very pleasant passage of 22 
days, during which he received every 
token of kindness from Capt Lindsey 
and crew, Mr. Paul arrived at Cape 
Haytien. Here he found the officers of 
the custom-house, and every person to 
whum his mission became known, eager 
to receive Bibles. He remained here 


at this time but a week, being anxious » 


to present his credentials to the Presi- 
dent, and _ solicit permission to preach 
the gospel of Christ to his countrymen 
under the protection of the government. 
He sailed for Port-au-Prince about the 
Ist, and arrived there on the 4th of July. 
After some delay, he succeeded in ob- 
taining an audience with the president, 
and the result of the interview was 
highly satisfactory. Mr. Paul stated to 
his Excellency his object, and was al- 
lowed frecly to urge the importance to 
the government of a free and full toler. 
ation of religion. This subject, a deli- 
cate one in a newly organized govern. 
ment, and ina Catholic country, Mr. 
Paul managed with great judgment and 
discretion. At the close of the conver- 
sation, in which Gen. Inginac acted as 
interpreter, and to which President 
Boyer listened with deep attention, 
Gen. Inginac said to Mr. Paul, “1 have 
the pleasure to inform you that it is 
the will and pleasure of his Excellency 
that you be permitted, and you are 
hereby permitted, to preach the gospel 
in private houses and halls; but, owing 
tothe present uninformed state of the 
lower class of the people, from a regard to 
your own personal safety he wishes you 
to be prudent in conducting your meet- 
ings, especially in the evening. His 
Excellency hopes that ina few years 
meeting houses will be erected, and re- 
ligious privileges enjoyed, as they are in 
the United States of America.” It may 
be proper here to remark, that at this 
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time, and in subsequent communications, 
Mr. Paul was given distinct-y to under- 
stand, that owing to the state of society, 
tumult might be excited by incautious 
methods of religious instruction, and he 
might be exposed to inconvenience, be- 
fore the disorders could be quelled ; but 
that the government would do all in its 
power to protect him, and that in the 
judicious discharge of his ministry he 
shou.d be allowed to suffer no molesta- 
tion. 

After spending a few weeks in Port- 
au-Prince, in which time he visited fam- 
ilies, distributed Bibles, and prosecuted 
the business of his mission, Mr, P. re- 
turned in the latter part of August to 
Cape Haytien Before his departure 
he was treated with every mark of re- 
spect and regard by Gen. !nginac, and 
was furnished by him with a very hand- 
some letter to Gen. Magny, the Com- 
mander in chiefat the Cape. In this let- 
ter not only was Mr. P. spoken of with 
great kindness, but was expressly de- 
clared to be under the protection of the 
government. His passage on this occa- 
sion was gratuitously furnished by Capt. 
Nash, of Boston, who has, on several 
occasions, rendered to Mr. Paul import- 
ant services, which the Board would 
most eratefully acknowledge. 

After his arrival at Cape Haytien, a 
commodious hall was hired and furnish- 
ed by several gentlemen and natives, for 
a place of public worship. In.this place 
Mr. Paul commenced preaching, and 
continued to occupy it for this purpose 
till his embarcation for the United 
States. His number of hearers varied, 
but was on some occasions as many as 
200. The week days were generally 
occupied in visiting families and in dis- 
tributing the Scriptures. Applications 
for Bibles were frequent. He was often 
solicited to bestow them when passing 
through the streets, and repeatedly 
found, after having been absent from 
his lodgings for a few hours, that five 
or six applications for Bib!es had been 
made before his return. He found the 
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people universally willing to hear; but 
as he does not speak French his oppor- 
tunities of doing good by public teach- 
ing among the natives were not so great 
as he could have wished. It was affect- 
ing, he remarks, to observe the eager- 
ness with which the hearers listened, 
and the regret they manifested at not 
being able to understand the preacher. 

Throughout the whole course of his 
labours and teachings, in public and in 
private, not a single case occurred in 
which he was treated with disrespect. 
On the contrary, every one seemed to 
wish well to his object, and manifested 
a desire to further it by all the means 
in their power. In not a single in- 
stance did he meet with the semblance 
of molestation. On one occasion, 
doubtless for the first time in the island 
of St. Domingo, he administered the 
ordinance of baptism by immersion. 
The spectators were universally as so- 
lemn and respectful as they would have 
been in any part of the United States. 

Before the departure of Mr. P. from 
Cape Haytien, President Boyer and 
Gen. Inginac arrived there from Port- 
au-Prince. Just before the vesse’ sail- 
ed, Mr. P. called on Gen. IL. at the Go- 
vernment house, to inform him of his 
intended return. “On this occasion,”’ 
says Mr. Paul, “he took me by the 
hand, and was pleased to say, that he 
was very sorry that I was about to leave 
the Island. But it was with pleasure he 
could announce to me, that by my pru- 
dent conduct I had merited the implicit 
confidence of his Excellency, himself, 
and the Government; and that they 
and himself wished me a pleasant pas- 
sage, and hoped my absence would be 
short.” Gen. Magny expressed at part- 
ing the same sentiments. Indeed, the 
wish for Mr. Paul’s speedy return, 
seems to have been very general. 

Mr. Paul sailed from Cape Haytien 
Dec, 25, and in 13 days arrived at the 
Vineyard. From this place, having 
been detained several days by contrary 
winds, he came to Boston by lang He 
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has been absent from home about 8 
months ; during which time, through 
the goodness of Providence, not a single 
unpleasant occurrence transpired. 

We may thus Consider the great ob- 
ject of Mr. Paul’s first destination ac- 
complished. It is now ascertained, that 
Hayti is a field white for the gospel 
harvest. It is ascertained, that the go- 
vernment is decidedly favourable to 
toleration, and is only restrained from 
the public avowal of its sentiments by a 
prudent apprehension, that it might, by 
sudden innovation, alarm the prejudices 
of an uninformed people. And more 
than this, itis ascertained, that the gos- 
pel may be publicly and statedly preach- 
ed in the second town in the republic, 
without exciting any expression of un- 
kindness ; nay, with as much security 
from molestation as in any town in our 
own country. 


SS 


DOMESTIC. 





CHEROKEE MISSION. 


Letter to the Corresponding 
Secretary, from the Rev. Thomas 
Roberts, missionary, dated 


Valley Towns, Feb. 4, 1824. 
REV. AND DEAR BROTHER, 


Ksyowrne the pleasure it affords you 
to hear of the triumphs of grace, I can- 
not deny myself the happiness of grati- 
fying your best feelings, by letting you 
know of the hopeful conversion and 
baptism of another full Indian by the 
name of Arch Skit. This young man a 
few months ago knew nothing of Jesus 
Christ and his salvation. To gratify his 
desire for acquiring human knowledge, 
he left his friends, and came the distance 
of 50 milesto school. At first he seemed 
rather more careless than common to 
any religious instruction, as if that were 
a subject belonging only to white peo- 
ple. Tsaid to him one evening, “ Well, 











Arch, what do you think about Jesys 
Christ, death, and eternity?’ He re. 
plied with a careless laugh, “I think no. 
thing about them.” I said, with some 
emotion, “ The time will come when 
you will consider these things; but, be- 
ware jest it should be too late!” Not 
long after this, the time of God came to 
display his mercy to poor Arch. He 
appeared more attentive and serious ; 
at the same time the Lord visited him 
with a sore affliction, which brought 
him near the gates of death. As soon 
as he was able to travel, his mother 
took him home, where he stayed for 
several weeks. When he returned, we 
were happy to find that his serious im- 
pressions, instead of wearing away, as 
we feared, were deepened in his heart, 
which gave us an increasing hope that 
the work was of God. Those extracts 
translated into Cherokee are of great 
service to him, as well as to some others. 

Last Saturday evening, he gave be- 
fore the brethren, and the most serious 
part of the school, a very pleasing and 
satisfactory relation of the work of 
grace on his soul. He said, among many 
other things, that what grieved him most 
was, that he had been so bad. That 
now Jesus Christ is his only refuge ; 
and that he could find no comfort to 
his soul, until he gave up himself to 
God. 

The sovereign and distinguishing 
grace of God towards him, seemed to 
affect his heart. 


At the close of the meeting, being 
asked to pray, he instantly fell on his 
knees, and with uncommon solemnity 
and fervour prayed for more grace, &c. ; 
also for all the family, for the children 
at the school, and for his own relations, 
that God would show them his salvation. 
All this was in his own language. 

On Lord’s-day he was baptized in the 
river Hywassee. He said that he had a 
great desire to go home to tell his 
friends “what a dear Saviour he had 
found.” 
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Yhave been credibly informed that | 
he has upwards of thirty brothers and | 
sisters. They live in a town called Ski- | 
na; which, being interpreted, signifies | 
the Devil’s town, perhaps so called as | 
being the supposed haunt of that ma- 
lignant spirit, or for the wickedness of | 
those who dwelt there. 

Brother Jones’ visited Skina in January, | 
where he found considerable attention || 
among the peoj-le, excited by what | 
Arch had been telling them concerning | 
the Saviour ; his eldest sister appeared | 
in earnest inquiring the way to life. 

The school goes on exceedingly well. 


made, have already had a most salutary | 
effect, on both parents and children. 

The Indians, until of late, had an idea 
that they were conferring a wonderful | 
favouron us by sending their children 
to school. Butnow they are convinced | 
that the favour is their’s, and only the | 
trouble our’s. The number of board- | 
ing scholars is fixed at fifty—45 are pre- | 
sent, the other 5 are absent, some sick | 
and some on business. 

Itis pleasant to be here. Peace and 
love seem to pervade every heart, and 
unanimity every action, while some 
mercy drops fall from heaven. If I had 
none but myself to consult, I would in 
all probability end my days among the 
Indians. But 





“ What God appoints is best.” 


‘The business of the station for the future 
is arranged in the following manner, 
viz. brother Dawson has the whole 
management of the school, both internal 
and external, with the care of the pro- 
visions, &c. For all of which laborious 
and important undertaking, I believe 
few, if any, are better qualified ; he does 
it well, and with peculiar delight and 
satisfaction. Sister Dawson will have 
the oversight of the kitchen, &c. and 
Mrs. Jones of the wardrobe. Brother 
Cobb has taken the farm on shares, ex- 
cept 10 or 15 acres reserved for the ex- 








ercise of the boys. We think that the 
Vor. V.— New Series. 
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disposing of the farm will be of great 
benefit, as it will not divert the atten- 
tion of the brethren from the object of 
the mission; there willbe no need of 
so many horses as heretofore to con- 
sume the corn, and the expense of hiring 
men will be avoided. 

Brother Jones will be at liberty to 
pursue his favourite study, (Cherokee 
ianguage,) and itinerate among the In- 
dians in company with the native bre- 
thren. 

In all these arrangements there is but 
one mind among us, and we hope it 
may be in union with that of the Board. 

Your direction and advice will be al- 
ways thankfully received on all subjects. 


|| May your prayers continue to ascend 


that this little one may become a thou- 
sand, and this small one a strong nation. 


eee 


CAREY STATION. 





Continuation of extracts from Mr. 
MM‘ Coy’s journal. 


September 29.—Addressed, chiefly on 
business, a respectable assemblage of 
chiefs and others, who at our instance 
had convened at our house. 


Visit to the Ottawas. 


Sepiember 30.—-Exchanging places 
with brother Lykins, I set off myself to 
visit the Ottawas, taking with me an 
Indian and a white man. 

October 2.—Having lodged in the 
woods two nights since I left home, and . 
passed several Indian villages, we arriv- 
ed this morning at the settlement of Ot- 
tawas on Kekellemazoo river, to which 
we had been directing our course. 
Were informed that two chiefs were ab- 
sent, and that to the dwelling of a 
third, all had been invited to attend a 
feast and dance. We repaired to the 
place immediately, at which we arrived 
between 10 and 11 o’clock. We found 
the chief, White Sparrow, with a com- 
panion, and three women, one of whom 
was his wife, and anothet his daughter, 
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already engaged in the exercises of the 
day. While a man and his wife were 
preparing a quantity of bear’s meat, 
deer meat, turkey, and porcupine, for 
the feast. 

Indian Feast. 

An apartment in which the dancing 
and feasting were to be attended to, had 
been prepared for that special purpose. 
Stakes had been driven into the earth 
at proper distances, on which poles were 
horizontally tied with bark, on the out- 


side of which grass mats were placed, | 


which raised a temporary wall as high 
4s a man’s breast. 
20 feet wide and 60 feet long. On three 
sides, mats and skins were spread on the 


| 





The hall was about | 


ground for the company to sit upon. | 


Through the centre stood three posts, 


ranging with each other the longer way | 
of the apartment, and extending so much | 


higher than the walls, that a temporary 


| 


roof, in case of rainy weather, might be | 


made to rest on the poles that lay along 
on their top ends. 

Those already mentioned as engaged 
in the exercise were occasionally listen- 
ing to speeches of the chief, and at cer- 
tain times expressing assent by thcir 
age, which was pronounced somewhat 
as if it had passed through English or- 
gans, though partaking more of a groan, 
Between speeches, the chief drummed, 
and all sung, two of the company having 
in their hand, each a gourd, into which 
had been inserted a wooden handle, and 
which contained a httle corn or gravel 
that would rattle like a child’s toy. 
These gourds were shaken in unison 
with the sound of the drum, which was 
always beaten with one stick, without 
the least variety in the strokes, which 
occurred about 150 times in a minute. 
At proper times the company arose, and 
danced to the strokes of the drum. 

About 11 o’clock, 30 or 40 persons, 
including men, women, and some chil- 
dren, assembled at a place about 30 
yards from the dancing house, where, 
lenving most ofthe children, and some 











, le 
women, the others ‘marched in single 
file to the door of the dancing hall 
reaching which all halted, the man jp 


front stamped a few times with his foot, J 


crying, ho, ho, ho, followed by a saluta. 
tion as toa spirit which to him was yis). 
ble, asking permission to come in, in. 
forming the guardian angei how many 
there were in company. Those seated 
within replied with their ho. 
in front of the line sung for a few min- 
utes, and all marched in, and walking 
around the posts within the apartment, 
halted and sung twice in describing the 
circle, that is, say, at the north-east and 
south-west corners of the room, but 
without any reference to the points of 
the compass. These rounds were re. 


Several | 
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peated three or four times, and all took [7 


their seats. 


siderable 
drummed, 
several sung, and two women and one 


length, 


man danced, then passed one around | 
the hall, severally pointing a finger as | 


they passed, at each one seated, using 3 
few words of salutation, which I did not 
well understand, while the person 
pointed at replied with a mournful groan, 
aaa: They then took their seats. 


Another man arose and addressed the | 
Two men held a short con- 7% 
sultation in private, then mixed sowne 7 


company. 


A principal man then ad- 7 
dressed the company in aspeech of con- ~~ 
after which, one ae 
two rattled the gourds, | 7 





powders which they called medicine. 
A little tobacco or rather, a mixture of © 
tobacco and leaves, such as they com- © 
monly smoke, rubbed fine, ready for | 


smoking, was sprinkled at the feet ot 
the two posts of the door, and at those 
planted along the centre of the hall, and 
in the fire, which was small and in the 
middle of the house. Another man 
arose and delivered a long speech, 
which was followed by drumming, sing- 
ing, and dancing. The company gen- 
erally rested and smoked. Another 
speech was delivered, which was suc- 
ceeded by the dancing of ten persons 
to the music, which, as before, was 
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doth vocal and instrumental. Another 
turn of smoking ensued, and twe men 
who had charge of the medicine, allow- 
ed each one of the company to take a 
little and put iato their otter skins. 

These skins are taken off the animal 
entire, the head left-as it was, and the 
opening of the sack'thus formed by a 
whole skin, was made on the throat. 
This is the fashion of an Indian’s tobac- 
co pouch in common. The head of the 
animal remaining unbroken, is passed 
under the owner’s belt, and prevents 
the pouch from fa'ling. The skins 
seen to-day are considered sacred, and 
are never used for other purposes than 
that of ceremony at these meetings, and 
of holding the sacred medicine and the 
tobacco for smoking on this momentous 
occasion. Artificial eyes are usually in- 
serted, most of which are metal that will 
glisten. The teeth of the animal are 
disclosed by the drying of the skin, and 
the sides of the mouth are ornamented 
with soft feathers dyed red, extending 
three or four inches from the jaws on 
each side. ‘Their tails are ornamented 
with porcupine quills of divers colours, 
and to the end of the tail, and to the 
feet, are suspended small brass thimbles 
and other tinkling trinkets, such as are 
suspended as ornaments to their own 
clothes. The smaller hoofs of deer are 
used, when nothing more valuable can 
be obtained. When the company are 
seated, these skins are hung up behind 
the owners respectively, who, when 
they appear on their feet, never fail to 
have the skin hanging on one arm, or 
hugged in thew embrace. 

Let it be observed that when they 
turn round, as is often the case, and 
when they march around the room, 
they always turn to the left, and a per- 
son seated near the door, to the right as 
one would enter, would not presume to 
go out of the door by a retrograde step, 
but would walk around the room until 
he arrived atthe door by the proper di- 
rection. 

Having heard another speesh, four 





men and two women marched out of 
the hall with’ ho, hoes, and gesticula- 
tions that cannot be described, formed a 
semicircle in front of the door, and one 


j| of them delivered another speech, suc- 


ceeded by singing. The otter skins 
are held horizontally in the two hands, 
and shaken with a tremulous motion, 
as though the animal were alive, and 
ready to leap at one, while the jingling 
trinkets are by no means silent. In this 
position the company run round, halloo, 
stoop, rise, &c. &c. march into the hall, 
severally pointing a hand at each one as 
they pass, who, as on a former occasion, 
reply with a groan. They go around 
the room, halt, and each pretends to 
swallow a small bullet, which has been 
kept very bright. This partly strangles 
him; but as he does not fall to the 
ground, it is understood that he is wise, 
and good, and expert in the exercise. 
All take their seats, and are now pre- 
pared for a repetition of a regular round 
of exercises, which are to continue until 
near the close of the ceremonies. 

Two principal men take the lead, and 
set the example, They hold in their 
right hand each a gourd, and on their — 
left a piece of cloth folded and tied 
together, which saves the, hand while 
they in rattling strike the gourd on 
it. All are seated. The leader de- 
livers a speech. The drummer between 
the gourd-men beats, the gourds keep 
‘time, the leader; sings a company of 
‘three, four, or five, present themselves 
before the drum, ahd dance to the mu- 
sic ; they retire and take their seats ; the 
musicians rise to their feet ; the leader 
delivers an oration, they march around 
the room twice, halting and singing 
twice in the describing of each circle. 
The drummer is then seated by the cen- 
tre post, and the gourd-men stand one 
behind and the other’ before, the princi- 
palone facing the,door. He pronoun- 
ces a speech ; this done, he begins his 
song, in which his companion joins, 
they rattle their gourds, the drummer. 








strikes, some of the company risé, and 
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begin to dance in their places ; others 
do the same, and presently all are on 
tiieir feet, and in motion to the music, 
though some of them but slightly so. 
One man, as if moved by supernatural 
impulse, leaves his place, steps into the 
circus, bends forward, turns round to 
the left, shakes his otter skins, and 
cries, ho, 0, 0, 0, 0, in a quick frightful 
tone, passes round, and somewhere on 
his way, givesa few louder ho, hoes, 
and strikes the nose of his otter skin 
against some one of the company, who 
of course are all facing to the centre. 

The person struck drops to the earth as 
if really knocked down, in which case I 
discovered that they never injured 
themselves in falling, that they always 
fell in the same position, and that in 
about ha'fa minute they recovered and 
arose, or, On receiving the presentment 
of the skin, they bow, or stagger back 
against the wall, utte ing a horrid 
shriek of, oh, hoh, ho, as if they had 
been pierced to the vitals, and as they 
bow, they kiss the nose of their own 
otter skins with gestures expressive of 
the most profound respect and dear af- 
fection. The effect of these fond kisses 
counteracts the electric shock that had 
just been given by the presentment of 
the nose of his neighbour’s otter skin, 
and in half a minute the person perfect- 
ly recovers. He now fee's himself un- 
der obligations to start round with his 
skin, and before he gets back to his 
place, does not fail to give one of his 
neighbours a blow, after which he 
ceases his ho, ho, and commences 
dancing, and dances on until he arrives at 
his place again, where he takes his stand. 
In this manner they go on, sometimes 
more, and sometimes fewer, but usually 
seven or eight are going the rounds, 
whooping and dancing, each one stop- 
ping in his proper place when he comes 
to it, and waiting until some one shall 
invite him again to fall into the dancing 
file, by giving him another stroke with 
with his conforming skin. In this way 
they are alternately in the dance, and 








standing in their places waiting for , 
blow. 

The music sometimes pauses for , 
moment, and another tune is struck up. 
Sometimes many at the same time yi} © 
set up a hideous noise of hoh, hoh, hob, i 
until the earis stunned with almoy — 
every sound that could be frightful. | i 
could no more account for their suppos- | 
ing that these noises were melodious, | ee 
than I could for a common fox-hunter’s ote 
supposing there was melody in the ga 
howling of his hounds. 2. 

When they had engaged in this strain — 
a sufficient length of time, the music fe 
paused, and each one took his usual © 
stand. The principal actor, followed 
by the other gourd-man, with the drum. 4 
mer in the rear, goes twice round the € 
hall, halting and singing, as formerly, 7 
twice on each circuit. At length com. va 
ing to the man who is designed to lead a 
in the next round of dancing, &c. they 4 
make an uncommon ado in hallowing, | 
and in singular noises. and gesticulations, ve 
and finally lay down the gourds, drum, 2? 
and the cushions used in rattling, ct 
at the man’s feet. 
around the hall once, pointing a finger 
to each as they pass, and being answer- 
ed as formerly. 
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Another man now commences, and ote 


the same round of ceremonies are re- 
peated, and thus they continue to follow 
by pairs, until all the males have been 
honoured with leading in the music, &c. 
If, therefore, the company be small, the 
service will end the sooner. Some- 
times the company is so large that the 
exercises continue until very late, or 
even all night. The females follow in 
all the exercises, but never lead. They 
carry their otter skins, dance, blow, 
sing, &c. and at this meeting one went 
so far as to deliver two short speeches, 
—but this was a rare occurrence. 

Each one having led in a round of 
ceremonies, all sat down te rest, and the 
men smoked. 

On coming together, each one had 
taken care to provide himself and her 


They then march | 
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self, with a kettle, or a bowl, which 
now they have use for. Seven or eight 
large ketties of boiled meat are brought 
into the house, every on~’s small kettle 
or bowl is placed before him. A man 
rises and delivers a speech. The man 
who had attended to the boiling of the 
dinner, distributes the whole to the com- 
pany. He holds in one hand a sharp- 
ened stick, which he uses instead of a 
filesh-fork, and where a piece is not too 
hot, he lays hold of it with the other, 
without much ceremony. 

It was now between sundown and 
dark. ‘They all ate, having nothing be- 
fore them besides meat. Another 
speech was delivered ; they all rose, 
each with his kettle in his hand, in 
which considerable food was yet re- 
maining. They marched round twice, 
the man in front stopped at the door, 
and performed some singular feats, at- 
tended by noises of divers kinds, and 
the company marched out in single file, 
each with his kettle in his hand, and 
those who did not reside at the place 
marched off to their homes, not stop- 
ping near the place of rendezvous to 
speak to any person, or even to look 
back. 

I ought to have mentioned that our 
Indian had accepted of an invitation to 
take a part in the dancing and feasting. 
He had a considerable of meat left, 
which he brought out for his use after- 
wards. Food had been prepared at a 
separate fire for a number of women 
and children who attended but did not 
dance. They had eaten, and most of 
them gone home before night. In time 
of eating the feast really, a portion of 
turkey and broth was sent to me, and 
the white manI had with me. They 
appeared well enough pleased with our 
Jooking on throughout all the exercise, 
but we were not invited into the hall. 
Some speeches were long, others short. 
Some spake deliberately, others as fast 
asthe tongue could clatter. It is sup- 
posed that a capacity to deliver very 
long sentences without taking breath, is 








a fine accomplishment. I often thought 
during their speeches of our Lord’s 
words in relation to vain repetitions in 
prayer. In every speech the speaker 
repeated a favourite word or words, 
with almost every breath, throughout the 
whole. 

My knowledge of their language, and 
my means of obtaining a correct account 
of what was spoken, are too imperfect 
to justify a record of that nature. I 
have been the more particular in this ac- 
count, because this feast is universally 
observed by all the tribes within the 
circle of my acquaintance in these re- 
gions. The Indian whom 1 have with 
me, says it was appointed by the Great 
Spirit, who sent a spirit in the form of a 
boy, to the first man whom he made, 
and instructed him in these ceremonies, 
and required him and his posterity to 
observe them; one material advantage 
of which is the recovery of the sick, for 
whom they intercede on these occasions, 
and whom they allow to partake of 
their feast. Itis called Metawuk, that 
is, medicine dance. It is considered a 
religious ceremony, and moral lectures 
are given to the audience, and ad- 
dresses made to spirits, as though they 
were visibly present and converse were 
held with them. More privacy attends 
these meetings generally than was ob- 
served at this; and at some many rude 
feats of hocus-pocus are performed. 

With some white people, partially 
acquainted with these ceremonies, there 
have arisen some crude conjectures con- 
cerning them, which I have never given 
in to, and which Indians and others, 
from whom information has been ob- 
tained, were willing to cherish, being 
pretty well stocked with superstition 
themselves. [ now venture to repeat 
what Ihave elsewhere written, that I 
believe no secret society, united by sys- 
tematic forms, and mutual obligations, 
exists among the Indians, any further 
than what relates to conjuring and jug- 
gling. Conjuration, witchcraft, and 
pharmacy, they generally suppose ac 
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company each other. Hence their doc- 
tors, especially females, are often mur- 


dered for supposed mischievous witch- 


Craft. 
(Te be continued.) 





RELIGIOUS. 


————— 


SERAMPORLE. 


Tut Third Report relative to Seram- 
pore College, states, that the object of 
that Institution is to diffuse that light 
throughout the country, as far as its in- 
fluence can extend, which shall promote 
the welfare of India, by meliorating its 
intellectual and moral condition. 


“This it aims at accomplishing, by giv- 
ing a classic Indian education to the 
ablest of the youths furnished by its in- 
creasing native Christian population, to- 
gether with a knowledge of the Sacred 

iptures, of general history, geogra- 
phy, and natural science, and of the 
English tongue, to a select number ;— 
by imparting general knowledge to such 
Hindoo and Mussulman youths as may 
be placed: on the Institution by subscri- 
bers who have that privilege ;—and by 
holding out to those European and Indo- 
British youth who may wish tu study at 
Serampore College, all its advantages, 
without any distinction relative to birth, 
nation, or religious creed.” 


Of the College Buildings, the Com- 
mittee say :-— 


“ They are so far advanced as to ad- 
mit of business being conducted in them, 
The twelve side rooms of the central 
building are nearly all finished, together 
with the Lecture room and Library ; the 
only rooms now remaining, are, that in- 
tended for the two staircases, and the 
upper hal] for examinations.” 


The Rev. John Mack, who went out 
from England with Dr. Ward, in Sep- 
tember, 1821, has been appointed Pro- 
fessor in the scientific department of the 
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i larging his mind, 
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The number and state of the students 
are noticed as foilows : 


** The students in the College at the ; 
date of the last Report were 45; 15 in: P 
























































the Preparatory Seminary, and 30 actu- 
ally studying in the College; and al- 
though 2 have been excluded, 4 remoy- | 
ed by death, and 4 have returned to ~ 
their homes, the number at present on pee 
the College foundation is 50; 15 inthe — 
Preparatory Seminary, and 35 -pursuing 
their studies in the College. Of the 4 
who have died, 1 in the Preparatory 
School, about 9 years old, was the son 
of a Brahman who embraced Christiani- 
ty about 17 years ago, and died about 4 
years since, after maintaining to the tume 
of his death a character highly honour- — 
able to religion. This child, who bad | ¥ 
been trained up in the knowledge of the 
Scriptures, though so young, afforded ~ 
hope in his death. Of the 2 students © 
who have died, 1, originally from Din- | — 
agepore, gave considerable evidence of 
his piety ong before his illness. Fora | 
long time previously, he was remarked 
for his diligence in studying the Saered 
Scriptures, and his attention to the 
means of Christian instruction afforded — 
him. His progress in his Sungskrit stu. 7* 
dies was such as to afford the Commit- 
tee very great pleasure, and to entitle © 
him repeatedly to the rewards for profi- 7 
ciency given at each quarterly exami. 7” 
nation. In his illness the hope he ex- 
pressed in the Divine mercy through 
the Redeemer of men, evidentiy showed | ~ 
that he had not studied the Scriptures | 
in vain. oh 
The Committee have been able to ad- & 
mit six of the youths in the Preparatory | 
Seminary to the studies of the College ~ 
this year, who have been replaced by | 
six native Christian children sent from | 
different parts of the country. In addi- 7 
tion to these 6, they have admitted 2 
Mussulman youths from Delhi, on a fund 
termed the Delhi School Fund, under 
the direction of Captain Gowan, who, on 
his late departure for Europe, thought 
he could not better provide for the fu- 
ture diffusion of knowledge in that city, 
than, by two youths from Delhi being 
constantly supported at Serampore Col-. 
lege on the interest of this fund. Of 
_ these 2 youths 1 is now studying Per- 
sian, and the other Sungskrit. A third 
admitted is a Mahratta Brahman, about 
20, a good Persian scholar, whom Cap- 
tain Gowan has placed here for 3 years 
at his own expense, with the view of en- 
He is now studying 
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Sungskrit and English, in addition to 
geography and the Newtonian system of 
astronomy. ’ 

Besides these, the Committee have 
also admitted as Divinity students, two 
native Christian youths about 22 years of 
age, exemplary in their conduct and ar- 
dent in their thirst for knowledge. 
These make 35 students now pursuing 
their studies in the College, besides 15 
in the Preparatory Seminary. Of these, 
26 are native Christians, 2 Mussulmans, 
and 7 Brahmans. Of the 16 native 
Christian youths, 10 are from Seram- 
pore, 6 from the district of Jessore, 7 
from Cutwa, and 3 from the native Chris- 
tian population at Dinagepore.” 

At the examination it was found that 
the students had made encouraging pro- 
gress in Sungskrit, Persian, and English 
studies. Their advance in the study of 
the Newtonian system of astronomy 
was highly respectable. 





“ This proficiency in a study of which 
the natives of India have hitherto been | 
almost whol'y ignorant, and which, duly 
cultivated, must shake the credit of a 
religious system productive of incalcula- 
ble misery, and built on the grossest 


cannot fail to excite a pleasing hope re- 
lative to the future effects of the Institu- 
tion on the illumination of India.” 


Among those studying in College, 
were five decidedly pious ; and the Com- 
mittee feel heavily the want of a Divini- 
ty Professor, among those Christian 
youths, who bid so fair for future uscful- 
ness. 


THE LIBRARY. 


“ The Library has this year received 
considerable additions. The side rooms 
which contain it being ready, the Seram- 
pore Missionaries have presented to the 
library of the College about 3000 vo- | 
lumes, which they have assiduously em- | 
ployed above 20 years in collecting, to- | 
gether with a number for which they | 
have been indebted to the generosity 
of various friends in Britain, deeming it 
impossible to render these volumes 
more useful than by adding them to the | 
College library. In addition to these | 
the library has been alseenriched by do- | 





both in India and Britain.” 





Of the sudden removal by death of 
their excellent colleague, Dr. Willian 
Ward, the Committee say :— 


“ The removal from the College of 
such a man, whose very soul was set on 
the promotion of piety and true religion 
among the students in that Institution, 
augments the immediate necessity for a 
pious and able Divinity Professor among 
them, beyond any thing of which the 
Committee had any idea when they pen- 
ned that article They therefore hum- 
bly hope that this will be duly weighed 
by all in India, Britain, and America, 
who knew the worth of Mr. Ward asa 
Christian and a Divine, and feel inter- 
ested in the progress of piety and true 
religion among the students of this in- 
fant Institution ;—and that they may 
venture forthwith to write to Britain for 
an able and pious man to supply, as far 
as possible, the loss sustained by the In- 
stitution in his removal, with the jeast 
practicable delay. Should any friend to 
the Institution be pleased to devote any 
specific sum, either annually or by way 
of donation, to the support of 2 Divinity 
Professor, it wili be received with pecu- 
liar thankfulness by the Committee, and 
faithfully applied by them to that spe- 
cific object.” 


The translations of tlie Bible by the 
English Baptist Missionaries have been 
very extensive. The following facts, 
derived from an abstract of their ninth 
Memé6ir on the translations, we copy 
from the Christian Watchman :— 


“ The New Testament is published in 
twenty of the languages of India. 1. of 
the Bengalee, the 6th edition is in the 
press. 2. of the Hindee, the 2d in press. 
3. of the Sanscrit, 2d in press. 4. of 
the Orissa, 2d in press. 5. of the Mah- 
ratta, 2d inpress. Ofthe 15 following, 
one edition of each is pub!ished :—Te. 
lingha, Sikh, Gujuratee, Kunkun, Kur- 
nata, Pushtoo or Affghan, Assamee, 
Wuch or Mooltanee, Bickaneer, Kash- 
meer, Bhuguikhund, Marwar, Nepalee, 
Harotee, and Kanoje. A second edition 
of the Gospels is also published in the 
Chinese. Ten other versions of the 
New Testament, in other languages of 
India, are also in press, and now nearly 
completed. None of these have been 
hurried through the press; but much 
care has been taken that they should be 


both’ correctly translated and printed 
nations of ; oaks | y Want na printed. 
books from various friends, | Seven years have been the shortest pe- 


riod ocenpied in translating and print 
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ing. The Missionaries remark, respect- 
ing the happy tendency of the circula- 
tion of the Scriptures in these versions, 
that no translation has ever yet, been 
published in any country, however small 
the number of its inhabitants, which did 
not make numbers wise unto salvation. 
On twenty of the versions which have 
been wholly or in part executed, the tes- 
timonies of learned natives have been 
obtained, and are published with the 
versions. In all cases the approbation 
is explicit ; and in nearly all it is declar- 
ed, that the several versrons wi'l be uni- 
versally intelligible to the people for 
whom they are designed. 

“ The Memoir further states, that after 
sixteen years of unremitting labour, the 
Missionaries are enabled, through the 
good hand of God upon them, to redeem 
thei pledge to the Christian public, by 
presenting them with a Caress Brare 
complete. It is printed on moveable 
metailic types. Parts of the New Tes- 
tament had been previously printed in 
the Chinese manner, on wood b.ocks. 
The expense of this edition of from 1600 
to 3000 copies, was upwards of 13,000 
dollars. ‘The Missionaries gratefully ac 
knowledge the pecuniary aid which has 
been afforded them by the munificence 
of the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety.” 


IRELAND. 


Gueat-Britarn is distinguished for 
having given existence to numerous as- 
sociations of Christian benevolence, 
some of which embrace objects and 
means of almost incredible magnitude. 
These societies employ a vast compass 
of exertion, andthe real good annually 
effected by them cannot be estimated 
by any scale of human calculation. 
When we say that a sum of money, 
amounting to four thousand dollars a 
day, is raised in England for promoting 
the evangelic improvement of the 


world, we state a fact which raises Bri- } 


tain infinitely higher in the scale of 
moral excellence, than all her military 
and naval conquests have done in politi- 
cal importance. For several ages she 


g 
Li 


| has produced the first philanthropists— 
first in energy and. intelligence—first 
in systematic and persevering effort. 
She has furnished some of the most 
learned and useful missionaries who 
have engaged in the sublime enterprise 
of “ opening in the desert a highway 
for our God,” and of pronouncing in 
the ear of the heathen world the tidings 
of a Divine atonement. 

Since the year 1792, the English 
Baptists have not been inferior to other 
denominations of the same numbers 
and wealth, in zeal and liberality for the 
dissemination of heavenly truth. Be 
sides their extended and successful mis- 
sionary establishments in the East and 
West Indies, and on some of the Islands 
of the Indian ocean; in April, 1819, 
they formed an association, designated, 
“ The Baptist Society for promoting 
the gospel in Ireland,” The principal 
objects of this society are to employ 
itinerants, schoolmasters and readers of 
the Irish Scriptures in Ireland, to estab- 
lish schools, and to distribute Bibles and 
Tracts, either gratuitously or at reduced 
prices. Thus this island, though the 
nursery of many characters that have 
added lustre to the political history, the 








learning, science, and moral elevation 
of Great-Britain, became missionary 
ground. And well might it be so, for 
of the seven and a half millions which 
comprise its population, six-sevenths are 
ground to the dust by oppression, liy- 
ing in the most abject state of discom- 
fort and privation; debased by igno- 
rance, indolence, and prejudice; im- 
poverished by clerical and other exac- 
tions, and compelled to pay a tithe of 
their earnings to support a ministry and 
a religion which they detest. They in- 
habit one of the most fertile portions of 
the globe ;* yet, on account of the nu- 
merous discouragements to labour, and 
the difficulties that on all hands sur- 
round them, their ambition is paralyzed, 





* Vide Paley’s Theology 12 mo. edit. p. 231 ; ant 








Griscom’s “ year in Europe,” vol ii. p. 453. 
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and from generation to generation they 
live in habits of inactivity and submis- 
sive poverty. They are mostly Catho- 
lics, under the control of interested 
and designing priests, whose great ob- 
ject is to keep them ignorant and de- 
graded, that upon them the papal su- 
perstitions may be easier imposed. 
Thus there are parts of the United Em- 
pire of Britain, where the inhabitants, 
and these amounting to hundreds of 
thousands, yea, millions, who are almost 
as destitute of the means of evangelical 
instruction, and of copies of the sacred 
Scriptures, as are those of the most hea 
then countries. ‘The picture of Irish 
degradation and calamity is deeply 
shaded. To give it a lighter and more 
beautiful colouring, is the aim of the 
Baptist society. But a few years has 
it been labouring to direct the healing 
streams of the river of life to water the 
desert Hibernia, and with its increasing 
auxiliaries to send the knowledge of 
salvation to those who were indeed 
ready te perish. 

The Ninth Annual Report of the So- 
ciety, contains many interesting facts 
relative to the success and prospect of 
their efforts to elevate the moral and in- 
tellectual character of the unfortunate— 
the superstitious Irish. 

Schools have beer established to in- 
struct children in their native tongue, 
and thousands of copies of the Scrip- 
tures in the Irish language have been 
circulated for the use of such as can 
read. However uncouth and imper- 
fect is the language, stiil this is thought 
the better course. Lord Harrowby seems 
to be of the same opinion; for at the last 
anniversary of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, speaking of Ireland, le 
said :— 

“It isimpossible for us not to feel a 
degree of exultation, in knowing that 
the word of God has been disseminated 
through the instrumentality of this So- 
ciety, in anation, and in a language, in 
which I should be happy to see still 

Vor. Vi—New Series 
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greater exertions made to spread the 
Scriptures—the language of our neigh- 
bouring country, Ireland. I am satis- 
fied, if any thing can be found to allay 
the terrours, and to heal the wounds of 
that unhappy country, it is the dissemina- 
tion of the gospel of peace ; and the best 
mode in which that gospe! can be dis- 
tributed, and the most likely to over- 
come the prejudices of the people, is, 
to present it to them, not in a tongue 
with which, from the unhappy prepos- 
sessions of many minds, they may not 
associate the most favourable ideas, dwt 
in their own tongue, divested of every 
thing that can give it any unfavourable 
impression.” 

The Society has employed persons, 
natives of Ireland, to read the scriptures 
to their countrymen. This has been 
found a happy means of gaining access 
to the adult part of the population—and 
thus their partialities for every thing 
Irish, have been interested, and their 
prejudices against Protestant instructers 
gradually shaken and overcome. The 
light of true religion has thus been con- 
veyed to those who inhabit mountain, 
bog, and glen, and the cabins of the 
“Wild Irish” furnished with pure 
Christian instruction. “ The people which 
sat in darkness saw great light ; and to 
them who sat in the region and shadow of 
death, light hath sprung up.” 


The number of Sabbath and Itine- 
rant Irish readers of the Scriptures, is 
twenty-four. Five ofthese in the coun- 
ty of Clare read, during the last year, 
the Scriptures in more than 250 distinct 
cabins. One of them taught 47 adults 
to read Irish perfectly. Numbers have 
renounced popery, believed in Christ, 
and been baptized. The increase of 
scriptural knowledge has greatly alarm- 
ed the Catholic clergy, and in many in- 
stances they have exercised open has- 
tilities against the schools and other 
means employed by the Society. 


The Testaments and Bibles, necessa 








ry for circulation, have been readily and 
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promptly furnished by the British and 
Foreign Bible Society. May the cabins 
of the Irish soon be as amply furnished 
with Bibles, as are the cottages of the 
Scottish Highlanders To this end 
several gentlemen in the province of 
Connaught have expressed their deter- 
mination to persevere until the laudable 
and patriotic desire of George the third 


be accomplished ; “It is my desire that || 


every poor child in my dominions might 
have a Bible, and be able to read it.” 
We cannot close this article without 

expressing our pleasure in witnessing 
the perfect system and persevering zeal 
which so conspicuously characterize the 
benevolent operations of our trans-at- 
lantic brethren. They attempt great 
things—and expect great things—and 
the world has seen that they accompitsh 
great things. When shall we see such 
united, intelligent, and unabating ardour, 
in the American churches? 

“ True charity, a plant divinely nursed, 

Fed by the love from which it rose at first, 

Thrives against hope, and in the rudest scene, 

Storms but enliven its unfading green ; 

Exuberant is the shadow it suppiies, 

Its fruit ’s on earth, its growth above the skics.” 


ENGLAND. 


The receipts of the Baptist Missiona- 
ry Society of England, for the last year, 
according to the Annual Report for 
1823, were as follows ; 





£.. 8. 
For missions 11,185 8 
Translations 2,451 17 
Schoois 232 19 
Female education S89 1 
Donation from the fami- 
ly of the late John 
Whitchurch, Esq. 
for a native school 500 00 
Total 14,759 69 





The Edinburgh Bible Society contri- 


buted 500/. and the Netherlands Auxil- |) 
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iary Society 2007. The British and Fo. 
reign Bible Society granted 30001. to the 
Serampore Translations, independentl 
of the suin of 500/. which the missiong- 
| Ties may claim, by a regulation of the 
Society, for each new translation. 

The payments of the Society for the 
year amounted to 12,2927. 19s. 10d. 

Thus the receipts were more thag 
, 65,000 doi ars; and the expenditures 
| more than 54,000. 
This sum, however large, is smal] 
| compared with what might and should 
be done by American Baptists. Wher 
| we rightly estimate the value of worldly 

goods, we are willing to part with them 

for the accomplishment of a good ob- 
| ject; and when we have suitable im- 
| pressions relative to the value of souls, 
| we cannot refuse to acknowledge it to 
| be a gbod object to send the salvation of 
| God to the heathen. The true Chris. 
tian esteems the souls of men to be of 
infinite value ; therefore he is liberal ac- 
cording to what he possesses—and 
therefore, when the voice of benevo- 
lence cries, “ Whom shall we send, and 
‘who will go for us?” He promptly re 


A 
| plies, “ Here am J, send me.” 
} 








BURMAH. 


Tur following letter from Dr. Judsoz 
to the Rev. Dr. Chaplin, President of 
Waterville College, was received too 
‘late for insertion in its appropriate de- 
| partment. No other apology is neces- 
| sary for introducing it here 
} From the Waterville Intelligencer. 

Rangoon, Aug. 4, 1825. 

Rev. and Dear Sir—Your excellen* 
letter of Feb. 1821, I have perused se 
veral times, not, I hope, without profit. 
The motives to perseverance you sug- 
gest, are such as every missionary ought 
to feel, and must feel, or retire from the 
work ; and so far as we keep near to 
Christ we shall feelthem. He must be 
our life, or our souls must die. 

I have had a little leisure for a few 
days, the first I have found for above 
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two years. About two months ago, I 
finished the New Testament, a work 
which had occupied me closely for eigh- 
teen months, not including five or six 
months spent in the last journey to Ava; 
and not being able, in view of my speedy 
removal thither, to go on with the Old 
Testament. At present, I concluded to 
give the Burmans an Epitome, as intro- 
ductory to and illustrative of the New 
Testament. This is now done, in twelve 
sections, entitled thus —“ Adam; No- 
ah; Abraham; Moses; David; Psalms, 
consisting of prophecies concerning the 
Messiah ; Kings; Isaiah consisting of 
extracts from Isaiah and contemporary 
prophets; Jonah; Babylonish captivity ; 
Daniel, consisting of the whole of the 
eight first chapters, and extracts from 
the four last ; after captivity, including 
extracts from the three prophets of that 
period ; and an appendix, containing a 
sketch of the countries of Palestine, the 
government and religious sects, at the 
time of Christ, and closing with a word 
concerning the destruction of Jerusa- 
tem, the present state of the Jews, and 
the final restoration.”” The whole Epi- 
tome would make a small pamphlet 
enly ; and yet it has cost me more labour 
than any part of the preceding work. 
But [am amply rewarded in perceiving 
that the converts receive it with eager- 
ness, and find it peculiarly interesting 
and instructive. 

One Burman only has been brought 
in since my return from Ava. He has 
not yet professed religion, but 1 hope 
he has received the grace of Christ. 
‘l'we or three others might be mention. 
ed, but they are still at a distance. In- 
deed I have done nothing scarcely, of 
late, in the way of preachins, being 
anxious to finish the translation, before 
removing to Ava, where Il can expect 
but little leisure for close study. 

I sincerely wish, that two or three 
good young men would come out im- 
mediately. ‘The fate of Colman and 
Wheelock ought not to discourage any. 
Wheelock died of a consumption which 
was seated in his constitution before he 
left America; and Colman lost his life 
in attempting to remain at Cox’s Bazar, 
during the rainy season, contrary to the 
advice of all his friends and his own de- 


liberate judgment and previous inten- | 


tion—a measure which has proved fatal 
to every European that has attempted it. 
Burmah is certainly a healthy part of 
the East. The liver complaint, that 
scourge of India, which has swept away, 
E know not how many missionaries, men 











and women, is almost unknown in Bur- 
mah. Mrs. Judson is the only case that 
I have heard of among the foreigners 
who have settled here. And since our 
last journey to Ava, there is considera- 
ble prospect of toleration. On the 
whole, I do not know a spot on the 
globe where a voung man can devote 
his life, with a fairer prospect of doing 
essential service for his Saviour 

I am now getting ready to leave this, 
as soon as Mrs. J. arrives, whom I am 
daily expecting, though I have not yet 
heard of herleaving America. I entreat 
you to pray for me, that a wide door 
may be opened ; that utterance may be 
given ; and that, in the time of trial, I 
may not fail; but by the prospect ofthe 
crown, may be enabled to say, I have 
fought a good fight. 


——a——eeO 


MAINE, 


Tae Editor of the Waterville Intelli- 
gencer, amidst other remarks upon the 
condition of the Baptist churches in 
that state, says :-— 


“‘ For several years past, the spiritual 
rains of heaven have been stayed, and 
we have been left like the mountains 
of Gilboa on which there was neither 
dew nor rains. Iniquity has abounded, 
and the love of many has waxed cold. 
Some of our churches have been called 
to endure sore trials, while most of 
them have been declining, both in num- 
bers and in the tife of vital godliness, and 
in the duties of practical holiness. Of 
these events, unbelievers in renewing 
grace have not been indifferent specta- 
tors. They have seen many things 
which, according to their estim:tion of 
argument, have strengthened their opin- 
ion that experimental religion is a mere 
figment of the imagination—that revi- 
valsare all the effect of human passions 
excited by some signal providences, or 
by the craft or eloquence of designing 
men. While death and other causes 
have been thinning the ranks of visible 
believers, infidels have gathered new 
courage and fresh hopes, and been ready 
to say: “ Aha, Jerusalem is broken; we 
shall be replenished, now she is laid 
waste ” 

‘* But, blessed be the God of all grace, 
of iate our prospects have been bright- 
ening. The cloud, which has so long 
rested upon this part of God’s heritage, 
in various places have been removed, 
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and numbers of our churches are seen 
in their glory, under the healing and 
life-giving beams of the Sun of Righte- 
ousness, 

** The churches most signal y blessed 
with the outpourings of the Spirit, are 
one in Eastport, one in Sidney, one in 
Jefferson, two in Nobleborough, one in 
Sangerville, and one in Readfield. Ac- 
cording to recent information from Hal- 
lowell and Winthrop, the appearances 
in each place were such as to give good 
reasons to hope that both will be blessed 
with extensive revivals. We do not 
give the number of hopeful converts in 
each place, both because we have not 
competent information, and because we 
fear that some, beside the king of Israel, 
have committed sin in attempting to 
‘ number the peopie.’ ” 








MISCELLANEOUS. 


———_— 


IMPRISONMENT FOR DEBT. 





Tue Hon. R. M. Johnson, from Ken- 


tucky, has again called the attention of | 


the Senate of the United States to the 


Bill introduced by him for abolishing | 
In his speech | 


imprisonment for debt. 
on the bill, Feb. 16, he remarks :-— 


** So frequently have the jails in Eng- 
land been filied with insolvents, that it 
has become necessary to empty them by 
special acts of Parliament. A general 
jail delivery has effected what avarice 
would have for ever prevented. In the 
British annals, we have accounts of the 
establishment of benevolent societies for 
the relief of these hapless men and wo- 
men. One of these societies, establish- 
ed in London, in 1772, in a period of 
eighteen years, with the sum of twenty- 
six thousand six hundred pounds ster- 
ling, rescued from wo and thraldom 
eleven thousand five hundred and forty- 
three persons. These had seven thou- 
sand one hundred and twelve wives, and 
twenty-one thousand five hundred and 
thirty-one children, making forty thou- 
sand one hundred and eighty-six persons 
immediate partakers of this cup of afflic- 
tion. These were released, not by the 


a 


ee 


humanity, not by the righteousness of 
the law, but by this honourable and be- 
nevolent institution. The amount paid 
would average about three pounds for 
each individual released. In every in- 
stance, the society made strict inquiry 
into the causes which had involved the 


| prisoners, and communicated relief only 


where misfortune, not crime, had pro. 
duced the insolvency. Thus, eleven 
thousand five hundred and forty-three 
honest, industrious, virtuous, but unfor- 
tunate men, were deprived of liberty ; 
seven thousand one hundred and twelve 
females, wives of the ‘mprisoned, were 
reduced to want and wretchedness ; and 


thirty-one children abandoned to starva- 
tion or profligacy. Where is the man that 
can hear this story, and feel not his 
blood curdle within him ? And yet 
England can boast of her freedom, the 
rectitude of her policy, the divinity of 
her religion! We also profess to be 
Christians; we profess to love our fel- 
low men: and how do we apologize for 











this foul blot?) We boast of our insol- 
| vent laws, which approve not of perpe- 
| tual imprisonment. What if we allow 
that these laws impart some relief to the 
i system of its desolating character, its 
vindictive temper’ By the Franklin 
rod, the habitation of the debtor may be 
protected from the lightning of Heaven ; 
but, alas ' he has no rod that can secure 
him from the more angry flashes, the 
roar of his unrelenting foe. 

After such a developement, if we can 
deny the demoralizing tendency of this 
system; if we can deny the barbarous 
cruelty of investing the creditor with 
power over the debtor ; if we can deny 
that such an arrangement is subversive 
of civil liberty ; though one were t» rise 
from the dead, and speak with the 
tongue of an angel, we shou'd not be- 
lieve. Itis our duty to relieve the dis- 
tressed ; to weep over the sorrows of 
our fellow-creatures ; to contemplate 
the prison; to bring home to our own 
bosoms its horrors. There stands the 
half-broken jug of feculent water ; there 
the mouldy crust, the bed of straw. 
There is the sepulchre which entombs 
the living ; there, the soul broken with 
affliction, the soul on which despair, 
like the worm that never dies, is perpe- 
tually feeding. There is the dungeon 
where no pale of distinction is raised 
between the idle, the extravagant, the 
swindler, the felon, the assassin, and the 
industrious, the economical, the honest 
but unfortunate child ofsorrow. There 





twenty-one thousand five hundred and’ 
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are the accursed bars which separate him || there were committed in 1820, one thou- 
from the wife of his bosom, from his |} sand four hundred and forty-two; in 


precious suffering babes, from his friends, ! 
trom every thing which make life worth || 
possessing. See ! at the door stands in- || 


1821, one thousand two hundred and 


eighty-one ; and in the three first quarters 
of 1823, seven hundred and sixty-nine ; 


satiable Avarice, with sunken eye, his || making a proportion of one thirtieth of 
keys clanking at his waist, and his iron || the whole population, which has suffer- 


mace on his shoulder. No supplica- || 
tions of a distracted wife, no tattered || 
garments on shivering children, can ex- | 
cite one emotion of pity, one feeling of } 
remorse. ij 
And shall we, who have the power to | 
relieve the captive, and to bind up the |, 
broken-hearted, sit in complete insen- 
sibility ? Shall we pronounce these 
dreadful realities the mere phantoms of 
the imagination ? What are the causes 
which, above all others, produce and se- 
cure the prosperity of nations?’ Sir, 
they are personal liberty and personal 
security. The selfish principle in man 
must be regulated. Inordinate ambi- 
tion is restrained by the constitution and 
by the laws; but you give an unnatural 
impulse to sordid principles, by arming | 
it with the extraordinary power of vili- || 
fying a fellow-citizen, by placing him in | 
confinement for debt. 


“ T eannot tell what you and other men 
Think of this life ; but, for my single self, 
I had as lief not be, as live to be 

in awe of such a thing as I myseif.” 


Col. Johnson, in support of this hu- 
mane proposition, has associated with 
him an able and philanthropic statist, the 
Hon. James Barbour, of Virginia. This 
gentieman succeeded Col. Johnson on 
the 17th, in a speech of some length, | 
which is highly creditable to himself | 
and to the cause of humanity. From 
his remarks we cannot forbear to make 
a few extracts. Alluding to the record 
of the jail in Boston, exhibited by his | 
“honourable friend from Kentucky,” he | 
says :— 


aN 





“In recurring to this document, I in- | 
tend nothing that is invidious—I pre- | 
sume Boston is not more remarkable for 
the number of its insolvent debtors, or 
the severity of creditors, than any other 
part of the United States. Indeed, a | 
member from New-York, at the last ses- | 
sion, exhibited a similar document from | 
the jails of New-York. Taking this do- | 
cument as the rule by which to estimate 
the number of sufferers in the United 
States, what a picture of human misery || 
docs it exhibit! In a population of H 
40,000, the number of souls in Boston, | 


| 
| 








ed imprisonment for debt ; and among 
this number, in the whole time, four 
hundred and thirty females. This, then, 
is a specimen ofthe moral sense of the 
people of Boston, and, as I have assum- 
ed, of the United States. By which rule, 
after every reasonable deduction for the 


| difference between populous towns and 
| the country. it may be safely affirmed, 


that 13,000 human beings are annually 
incarcerated for debt in the United 
States. When we add tu this the wives 
and children of the sufferers, if our sym- 
pathy is to be thus limited to the exclu- 
sion of more distant relatives, we may 
fairly conclude that 60,000 people are an- 
nually involved, directly and indirectly, 
in the mischief resulting from this bar- 
barous policy. If the»scope of the evil 
then has been exaggerated, it cannot be 
from a misrepresentation of the number 
of the sufferers. Is it in the extent of 
their sufferings ? Where is the barom- 
eter by which these can be weighed? 
Has the senator from Massachusetts, or 
any of you, visited these abodes of 
wretchedness—whose silence is inter- 
rupted only by the sighs and groans of 
the victims ; or, peradventure, by the 
aspiration of some broken heart, pene- 
trating with the eye of hope the dark 
cloud that surrounds human things, and 
looking to a better world, “ where the 
wicked cease from troubling, and the 
weary are at rest?” Of these dreary 
abodes, it may well be said, as of the 
grave— 
* Darkness, death, and long despair, 
Reign in eternal silence there.” 

“ The sensibility of mankind is a sub- 

ject of curious speculation. Let some 


| ideal case of misfortune be touched by 


the hand of a master—some great un- 
known—although the theatre of suffer- 
ing be the Ultima Thule of the habitable 
globe, and although centuries have in- 
tervened, yet every page will be bedew- 
ed with the sympathetic tear—while we 
hear, without emotion, of the real suffer. 
ings of thousands, if, perchance, they are 
our immediate neighbours and contem- 
poraries. 

‘‘ Among the victims, we are told 
there were 430females. There is some. 
thing, Sir, so exquisitely horrible in con 
templating such a mass of female wretch 
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edness, that I have no Janguage in which 
to give utterance to my feejings. Op- 
posed as | am, in principle, to the impri- 
sonment of a man for debt, lam a hun- 
dredfold so inregardtoa woman. The 
distribution of civil rights between the 
sexes, gives aii to the one and nothing 
to the other. Where privileges are 
concerned, the woman is scarcely con- 
sidered us a sentient being ; she is quick- 
ened into life, and an independent 
existence acknowledged only when she 
is to become the subject of imprison- 
ment, of penalties, and of pains.” 


Mr. Barbour inquires if the mass of suf- 
fering which he has shown to exist under 
the present system of collecting debts, 


be the unalterable condition of our kind. | 
i 


“Let us next inquire if the mass of 
suffering whict: | have shown to you to 


i 


A shade, that follows wealth or fame, 
And leaves the wretch to weep ?” 


Speaking of the unreserved liberty 
and equality given hy our Constitution 
to all religious sects, he says :— 


“Have the fears of the timid oppo. 
nents of that measure been realized? 
No. The world has behe'd, for the first 
time, the realization of that promise, 
whose charity announces the divinity of 
its origin. The partition wall between 
the Jew and the Gentile has, in very 
truth, been broken down. _ Instead of 
an insolent and hypocritical hierarchy, 
eating out the substance of the land, and 





exist, be the unalterable condition of our | 


kind. Is ita sacrifice to which poor hu- 
man nature must submit? Is it a lesser 
evil, compensated by a greater good ? 


I call upon the friends of the existing | 


policy to answer these questions. They 


reply—It is to enforce the recovery of | 
|| sword. 
| for superstition—charity for. persecu- 


debts. Of whom? Not of him who is 
to be protected by this bill. For it is 
only the honest debtor, who has faithful- 
ly surrendered the last vestige of his 
property to his creditor, who can profit 
by its provisions. ‘The frauduicnt debtor 
is placed ina worse situation. Close 
jail, deprived of his bounds, is his doom 
by the bill. 
due time propose other and severer en- 
actments. I will go all lengtis to punish 
him But if you hold not to bail, the 
fraudulent will escape. What doctrine 
isthis? You are tu punish, indiscrimi- 
nately, lest the guilty should escape. 


How long has this been the principle of || they have so nobly begun. 


legislation? We are taught, from the 
highest of all possible authority, that 
nine guilty men should escape rather 
than that one innocent should suffer. 
The rule, it seems, is now to be revers- 
ed. But it is urged ‘that an honest 
debtor would have no difficulty in giving 
bail. Indeed! I fear the gentleman is 
calcalating falaciously again, on the 
moral sense, or, if you please, the friend- 
ship of ma:.kind. Friendship, or rather 
its professions, are too often tendered 
where they are not wanting—to wealth, 
rarely to distress. They are the blos- 
soms of the sunshine, but wither in the 
adverse blast. For, 


. * What is friendship but a name, 
4 charm that lulls to sleep ; 


' 
| 
' 
‘ 


j 
‘ 


| 
| 


looking down with contempt on the re- 
mainder of mankind, the messengers of 
the gospel here go out with the meek- 
_ hess and in the spirit of their great pro- 
| totype, depending, and not in vain, on 
| the voluntary aid of their followers, in- 
| culcating, with sincerity and zeal, the 
| sublime truths of their religion, and 
| practising what they preach. Here re- 
ligion no longer seeks to erect its altars 
| 

| 





upon the ignorance of mankind, or 
propagate its doctrines by fire or the 
fteason has been substituted 


tion.” 


lis conclusion is eloquent, and to 


if , ie 
|| those who heard him, was strikingly im- 
| pressive. 


If this be not sufficient, in| 


“ Every where, says he, we hear in- 


| culcated, from the metropolis to the 
|| wilderness, throughout all our borders, 
|, Peace on earth, and good will to man. 


| 





| @ 


his is the fruit of the counsels of our 
fathers. 
Go on, then, and compicte the work 
1 Let us erase 
| from our code this barbarous relic, and 
whatever e!se is mischievous 
To us, in part, a great trust has been 
confided—the welfare of our country, 
and of generations yet to come. Nay, 
the world itself looks to us as to a great 
example, whence to draw the oracles of 
political truth. Full, then, the measure 
which has been assigned you. Never tire 
tili there is nothing to be done; and 
when you shall have reared a monument 
of beneficent legislation, if it be in the 
_ order of Providence that we, too, in our 
turn, shall be invo:ved in the darkness 
of slavery and superstition, let us hope 
that our labours, though obscured for a 
season in the generai gloom, may sur- 
vive the eclipse, and become the guide 
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Piety in Solitude. 
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of some future Deliverer of his coun- 
try.” 

In the best days of the Roman Repub- | 
lic the insolvent debtor’s body was cut | 
up, and a part was given to the credit- | 
or, proportional to his demand. After- || 
ward, it was the iaw that the debtor, his | 
wife and children, shoud be sold into 
bondage, and the avails distributed 
among the creditors. In England, 20,-| 
000 are supposed to fail annual'y a sa- || 


crifice to the barbarous practice of in- || 





insolvency: 


| 
“ Unpitied and unheard, where misery mourns, 
Where sickness pines, where thirst and hunger burn, | 
And poor misfortune feels the lash of vice : 
While, in the land of liberty, the land | 
Whose every street and public meetng glow 
With open freedom, little tyrants rag’d, 
Snatch’d the lean morsel from the starving mouth, | 
Tore from cold wintry limbs the tatter’d weed ; 
E.ven robb’d them of the last of comforts, sleep : 
Lhe free-born Briton to the dungeon chain‘d ; 

Or, as the lust of cruelty prevail’d, 

At pleasure mark’d him with inglorious stripes, 
And crush’d out lives, by secret, barb’rous ways, 
Vhat, for their country, would have toil’d or bled. 


ty 


ee ae | 


USEFULNESS OF PRAYER TO COMMU- 
NITIES. 





P :' ase 
The instances are numerous, in | 


which blessings are actually given | 


in answer to prayer. Dr. Dwight, || Zealand. 


} 





cient force to render that destruc- 
tion, in the ordinary progress of 
thines, certain; sailed from Che- 
bucto,in Nova-Scotia, for this pur- 
pose ; and was entirely destroyed 
on the night, following a general 
fast throughout New-England, by 
a tempest. Impious men, who 
regard not the work of the Lord, 
nor the operation of his hands, and 
who, for that reason, are finally 
destroyed, may refuse to give God 


| the glory of this ‘ciful 
earcerating the body for the crime of || 2 Ae dooms 2 of this moat merge 
| interposition. 


| But our ancestors 
‘had, and itis to be heped their 
descendants ever will have, both 
piety and good sense, sufficient to 
ascribe to Jynovan the greatness 


| 
i 


| and the power, and the victory, 


and the majesty; and to biess the 
Lord God of Israel, for ever and 
ever.” 


a 


THE INVINCIBLE 


Philip 


ARMADA. 
II. of Spain, sent a great 


1 force, called the “Invincible Ar- 


mada,’ to invade England. His 
ships, 150 innumber, were attack- 
ed and scattered in the night by 
the fleet of Elizabeth, and a storm 
wrecked them on the coast of 
A medal, commemora- 





in his excellent work on Theolo- || tive of the event, was struck, and 


gy, vol. v. p. 40, remarks : 
*“ Tam bound, as an inhabitant 
of New England, solemnly to de- 


instances to be found in any other 
country, the blessings communi- 
cated to this, would furnish am- 
ple satisfaction concerning this 
subject to every sober, much more 
to every pious man. Among 
these, the destruction of the French 
armament, under the Duke de 
Anville,in the year 1746, ought 
to be remembered with gratitude 
and admiration, by every inhabit- 
ant of this country. This fleet 
consisted of forty ships of war; 
was destined for the destruction 
of New-England; was of suffi- 


| 
clare, that, were there no other || the sea covered them.” 
| 
i 
i 





is now to be seen in the tower of 
London, with this inscription: 
“ Thou didst blow with thy wind, 
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PIETY IN SOLITUDE, 


Piety, practised in solitude, 
says Dr. Johnson, like the flower 
that blooms in the desert, may 
give its fragrance to the winds of 
Heaven, and delight those unbo- 
died spirits, which survey the 
works of God, and actions of 
men; but bestows no assistance 
upon earthly beings; and, however 
free from the taints of impurity, 
yet wants the sacred splendour ot 
| beneficence. 
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THE LATTER DAY LUMINARY. 
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POETRY. 


CHRIST THE LIGHT OF HIS PEOPLE, 





“ Wherefore he saith, Awake, thou that 
sleepest, and arise from the dead, and 
Christ shall give thee light.” Eph. v. 14. 





How dark, how drear, is man’s abode, 
In nature’s rayless night! 

He sleeps beneath the wrath of God, 
And hates disturbing light. 


Prophets and teachers, strive in vain, 
T’ awake hissleep profound ; 

Quiet his slumbers still remain, 
While wrath collects around. 


Until the Lord, with light Divine, 
O’erpowers his stupid eyes; 
And calls, while unknown splendours 
shine, 
“ Sleeper, awake, arise.” 


Ile wakes—but, ah! his spirits freeze 
With horror at the view ; 

The boding heavens above he sees, 
The gaping pit below. 

The light, in mercy sent, he fears 
Bret shows his awful doom ; 

And mercy’s day, to him appears 
The day of vengeance come. 


But when the Sun of Righteousness 
Dispels his gloomy fear ; 

Brings to his view the realms of peace, 
And shows his mansion there ; 

His joyful breast what transports 

swell! 

What glories charm his sight! 

While glowing songs of praises tell 
“?Twas Christ that gave me light.” 

D. 
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TREASURERS’ ‘ACCOUNTS. 





Monies received by the Treasurer of the 
General Convention. 


Frem Elcanor Davis, Salisbury Md. Trea- 
urer of the Burinan Edu@ation Socie- 
ty. for the education of Burman fe- 
males under the direction of Mrs. 


Judson, & 20 00 
¥rom Dr. Moses Wjllard, for subscription 
to the Luminary, 200 


From Elder Henry Ball, enclosing sub- 
scription to Star, from W. H. Hor- 
ton, 


= 






From Mrs. Hewitt, Treasurer of the New- 
York Baptist Female Society for Fo- 
reign Missions, to be appropriated to 
the Burman Mission, $100 w% 

From Elder Henry Ba!!, subseriptions for 
Silas D. Horton and George Sey- 
boid, for Star, 6 06 


#131 0 | 

——ee : 

Monies received by the Treasurer of the 
Columbian College, during the month of | 














6 00 


March 1824. Fe 
For endowing the Presidency. Pp. - 
| From Hon. Samuel D. Ingham, of Pa. $10 0 Be : 
| From Mr, S. W. Handy, Washington City, 60 § 
_ From Win. Fleet, Esq. King and Queen 
co. Virginia, , 10 00 
From Daniel F. Dulany, Esq. Faitfax co. 
Virginia, 10 00 
From Charles M’Allister, Esq. N. C. 10 00 i; 
From Hon. Robert Y. Hayne, of S. C. 10 00 4 
From Hon. George Carey, Columbia co. ’ 
Georgia, 10 00 7 
From Hon. John T. Johnson, George- 
town, Kentucky, 10 0 
From Hon. Thomas H. Williams, Wash- nf 
ington, Mississippi, 10 @ 
From Hon. Thomas Whipple, Jr. Went- 
worth, N. H. 10 00 
From Hon. John Floyd, Newbern, Va. 10 00 
From Hon. Wm. Cox Ellis, Pa. 10 00 
From Hon. Mahion Dickerson, N. J. 10 co 
From Hon. Samuel Bell, N. H. 10 00 
| From Hon. Robert B. Campbell,S. C, 10 00 
From Hon. Henry W. Conway, Arkansas, 10 00 
From Hon. James D’ Wolf, R. I. 10 00 
From Hon. Stephen Longfellow, Maine, 10 00 
From Hon. John Chandler, Maine, 5 00 
From Hon. John Holmes, Maine, 5 00 
From Hon. Robert B. Vance, N. C. 10 00 
From Mrs. F. B. Greenhow, Richmond, Va. 
from Miss Hannah Hill, 5 00 


From James Barrow, Esq. Milledgeville, Ga. 10 00 
From Hon.James T. Sandford, Tennessee, 1000 [F 
From Hon. Jared Williams, Va. 1000 ie 
_From Hon. Alfred» M. Gatlin, N, C. 1000 
From Hon, Isaae M*Kim, Baltimore, ~ wo © 
Erom Rev. David B. M’Gehee, Va. 1” oe 
For the Prefonnte of Mathematics and 5 
Natural Philosophy. a 
From James R. Wilson, Esq. Norfulk, Va. 20000 7 
From Dr. M’Williains, Washington City, 10000 Jy 
From Timothy Winn, Esq. Washington * 
City, 100 00 
From Mr. Wim. D. Cowdrey, S.C. 100 00 


For Professorship of Ecclesiastical History, &c. 

From James Hixson, Esq. Middleburg, Va. 10 00 

From James Barrow, Esq. Milledgeville, Ga. 10 00 

For Prpieprehip of Language and Biblical 
iterature. 

From Mrs. F. B. Greenhow, Richmond, Va. 


from Miss Hannah Hill, 5 00 
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$777 00 
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